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by Robert W. Hempy 
". . . and the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us" (John 1:14 
KJV). 
W h e n m o s t peop le t h ink of 
Christmas, they envision brightly 
wrapped packages, the manger scene 
with kids wearing bathrobes in tradi-
tional pageants, or someone singing 
"White Christmas." 
Rightly grasped, Christmas is a 
great window through which the 
world may see the history of what 
love is and what love does. Christ-
mas is love with all the stops pulled 
out, with all the instruments playing 
on a grand scale. It is the reach of 
God's love, first vertical f rom God to 
us, but resulting in the horizontal as 
we reach out to love one another. 
It would have been impossible for 
those whom God had created to ever 
fully grasp who God was and what 
God was like. So God took the initi-
ative to bridge the enormous differ-
ence between our two worlds, and 
reached out to tell us about himself. 
2 
Love is always first to reach out 
God reached out in a form we 
couldn't misunderstand. It was a 
Word we could hear and see, touch 
and experience. He was shaped in 
skin, with eyes and hands. The Word 
was one of us. Before, God had been 
awesome, mysterious, and frighten-
ing. Now, God was right here in our 
world, right beside us. Because he 
came, we learned that he knew the 
pain of being human, and we were 
no longer hesitant to reach out and 
come closer to him. 
We can never fully accept our-
selves until we know we are loved; 
we can never give ourselves until we 
have accepted ourselves. The incar-
nate reach of God puts a history of 
love in our Christianity that predates 
our own conversion. Love began in 
the heart and mind of God who, 
before the foundation of the world, 
wanted us and came for us. If God 
reached in love to us f rom that far 
back in time, we can surely become 
his incarnate love wherever we are. 
Love is always the first to reach out. 
When there have been harsh 
words—things said in haste, too 
strongly; when there are differences 
and misunderstandings; or when 
there are new people around us, we 
hesitate. Sometimes we nurse a hurt 
or relish a fear. We wait to be the 
first to move, to make it right, to 
introduce ourselves, to start a con-
versation. But love doesn't wait. It's 
always first to reach out to another 
person. Love knows the risk of being 
vulnerable, but it also knows the 
relationship is more important. 
Love reaches out on time 
Scripture assures us that "when 
the time had fully come, God sent his 
Son" (Gal. 4:4). Perfectly synchro-
nized events surrounded the Savior's 
birth. Only an irrepressible love 
could overcome all the "on time" 
obstacles. Joseph and Mary were of 
Nazareth, which is never even men-
tioned in the Old Testament. Bethle-
hem was the place foretold, many 
miles away. There would have to be 
forced travel on good roads to get a 
woman almost at the end of her 
pregnancy to a distant town called 
Bethlehem for the predicted arrival 
of the Messiah. But God arranged it, 
thanks to Roman roads (unheard of 
centuries earlier) and a bothersome 
census that forced Joseph to register 
in person at the city of his family 
roots. At just the right time a little 
baby, God's living Word of love, 
came as divinely planned. God's 
arrangements of love are on time. 
There is a time to be available to a 
person in pain. There is that moment 
of opportunity, which if not taken, is 
gone for good. I am learning to say, 
"He needs me now, not later" or 
"Her cry for help is here now, now 
when it fits my schedule." To love 
"on time" means reserving yourself 
to act when doors of need open, and 
when hearts are soft and ready before 
you. 
Love reaches into your world 
and understands 
"The Word . . . dwelt among 
us." The term dwelt is the interesting 
word meaning "tented" or "taber-
nacled." He came and lived in an 
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earth tent, just like ours, and in our 
midst. God became like us (except 
for sin) so that he might reach us 
with the two gifts of love that we 
most desperately need and seek— 
understanding and acceptance. 
I remember Phillip Yancey's un-
forgettable story of a raw winter 
night, and a farmer's vain efforts to 
save some freezing sparrows. The 
farmer could not coax or drive the 
dying birds to the warm shelter of 
the waiting barn. He was a terrifying 
creature to them; the birds could not 
understand that he desired to help. 
Then he thought, "If only I could 
become a bird for a moment. Then I 
wouldn't frighten them so. I could 
show them the way to warmth and 
safety." At that same moment 
another thought dawned on him— 
he had grasped the whole principle 
of the Incarnation. 
Incarnate living is reaching with 
understanding love into another's 
world. 
It's only a broken toy, yet the par-
ent understands the child's tears. To 
the child, it is a serious setback. A 
husband may be squeezed with work 
pressures, yet actually feel delight as 
his wife describes a neat thing that 
happened to her that day. That's 
reaching into her world. Understand-
ing another f rom your perspective 
means: "I respect your world and 
know it's not mine. I no longer fool 
myself with the egocentric thinking 
of how you should act if you were 
me. It means I work to listen and 
then picture what I could feel if I 
were you." This is what love does. 
This is the Incarnation. 
His is an awesome reach when we 
let ourselves be loved by God. 
John Knox, the great Scottish 
reformer, was reported to have said 
before an audience with his vicious 
foe, Mary Queen of Scots, "Why 
should I fear the Queen, when I am 
loved by the KingT 
Love drives out fear; it reaches 
that far. 
Incarnation—the reach of love, 
and the key to real living. 
Robert Hempy is pastor of the Alta Loma 
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our house. His name is Ephraim 
Joseph because his mother wanted 
him to have a Bible name. We call 
him Joey. 
According to the footnotes in my 
New English Bible, the name his 
mother chose for Joey has special 
meaning. Ephraim translates fruit; 
Joseph means he takes away or may 
he add—an appropriate name for a 
child who is the fruit of a violent 
crime and will be taken f rom his 
mother. 
Joey's mother was raped, but chose 
to give her child the most precious 
gift of all—life. And, having given 
him life, she is giving a Christian 
family the son they have been wait-
ing and praying for. Until he can go 
to his adoptive family, it is our privi-
lege to have him for a few weeks to 
love and nurture. We are foster par-
ents for Bethany Christian Services. 
Bethany is an agency which pro-
vides counsel and support for women 
with problem pregnancies. They sup-
port the women who decide to keep 
their babies, and they serve as an 
adoption agency for women who 
make the more difficult decision to 
release their babies for adoption. Dr. 
Lucille Wingert, a member of the 
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church, 
is the Director of the Millersville 
(Pa.) office of Bethany Christian 
Services. 
How long will we have him? We 
don't expect it to be more than six to 
eight weeks. But there are so many 
variables involved in the adoption 
process that it could be three to four 
months. Bethany does not place a 
baby with the adoptive parents until 
the rights of the natural parents have 
been legally terminated. Papers have 
to be signed, lawyers have to be con-
tacted, efforts must be made to 
locate the father if he is known, and 
hearings have to be scheduled on the 
court calendar. It is a process where 
days easily stretch into weeks. 
Will it be hard to see him leave? 
We will miss him, but I am con-
stantly thinking of his adoptive par-
ents and wishing that they could be 
enjoying this stage of his life. To help 
them know him as a tiny baby we are 
taking pictures and keeping a diary 
of his development and activities. It 
is my prayer that he will be able to go 
to his adoptive home as soon as pos-
sible. He is not ours. We are just 
keeping him for his adoptive parents. 
In order to preserve anonymity, the iden-
tity of the foster parents and the Brethren in 
Christ congregation they attend is being 
withheld. Bethany Christian Services minis-
ters in 26 states. For more information about 
foster care, contact Dr. Lucille Wingert, 
Bethany Christian Services, Box 317, Mil-
lersville, Pa. 17551. 
How can you help? Pray. Pray for 
the healing of his natural mother's 
trauma. 
Pray for Joey's health and that we 
will give him the love and security he 
needs. 
Pray that the adoption process 
will move quickly. 
Pray for his adoptive parents as 
they prepare to welcome a baby into 
their home. 
If you would like to give your 
time, Bethany is always looking for 
volunteers. If you would be willing 
to help us by volunteering to baby-
sit, just let us know. 
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I see her in the next block with 
three other children. They are gath-
ered at a garden fence admiring the 
lady's flowers. She seems to be the 
chief of the little band. She is wear-
ing a coat sweater made of red wool 
which reaches to her knees, fitting 
snugly around her little body. It 
gives her a queenly look as she 
gravely inspects the flowers. 
I am going her way. Soon I am 
abreast of her. She sees me. 
"Why, Mrs. Jones," she cries, "Are 
you going to visit my grandmother?" 
I explain that I have a jar of fruit 
juice for her grandmother because I 
had heard there was sickness in the 
family. 
"Oh. I can take it to her," she says, 
and reaches out for the jar. 
"Are you sure it's not too heavy?" 
I ask, but she hugs the jar to her 
breast and marches up the street, 
feeling very important. Her little 
friends follow after her. 
I see her almost every day, always 
with another child, or two, or more. 
She seems to be a natural leader. I 
often see her running across the 
parking lot of the shopping mall (for 
we live in the city), her brown braids 
flying behind her. Sometimes I meet 
her in the supermarket where she 
goes to spend her 25 cent allowance. 
Once she asked me for advice. 
"What shall I buy?" she said. "I don't 
know what I want." I looked. To the 
one side was the ice cream counter 
with a choice of 30 flavors. To the 
other was an array of gleaming vend-
ing machines offering games, toys, 
candy. It was too much for me. I 
didn't know what she should buy 
either. "No, you have to learn to 
make your own decisions," I said. 
"Oh. Yes," she answered. It is an 
idiosyncrasy of hers that she says 
"Oh," as though it is a complete 
sentence. She laughed then and put 
her arms a round my waist and 
pressed her face against my body. 
That was the day I remembered. 
Remembered something buried deep 
in my memory; something I had all 
but forgotten. 
I remembered her origins, this 
charming child with the long legs, 
the laughing brown eyes, the wide 
smile, the unfailing good humor. 
When we first met the family, it was 
the sons that we knew. They were in 
my husband's Sunday school class. 
They told us of their older sister 
Maybelle. She was engaged to be 
married, they said. It was some time 
before we met Maybelle. When we 
did meet her she was no longer 
engaged, but it was apparent that 
she had started her family. And it 
was just about that time judges in a 
faraway court handed down an his-
toric ruling, one that shocked many 
people, that was hailed by others as 
long overdue, a deliverance, a decla-
ration that a woman had control 
over her own body. It was a ruling 
that left Christians floundering, won-
dering what was right and what was 
wrong, and what did the Bible teach 
on that subject. 
I remembered thinking when I 
saw Maybelle's condition, "Now that 
it's legal, why doesn't she do some-
thing about it?" (next page, please) 
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In my girlhood there could be no 
greater disgrace than to have an out-
of-wedlock child. It was a moral 
precept with the force of a tribal 
taboo. Even the occasional hasty 
marriages set the gossips' tongues 
wagging as though they would never 
stop. 
But Maybelle didn't seem too 
concerned, I remembered. When her 
time came, she matter-of-factly had 
her baby, brought it home, showed it 
off to the neighbors, apparently 
oblivious to criticism. That was May-
belle. And this was her child, Angela, 
the little leader, the child who must 
decide daily between ice cream, a 
candy bar, or a little toy. 
She was born with an eye defect, 
the doctor said. But it responded to 
surgery. From her mother she inher-
ited a form of epilepsy. But medica-
tion keeps it under control. 
She had given us some happy 
memories, I recalled. There was the 
time when she was three that we sent 
her a picture book for Christmas, a 
simple thing that cost us less than a 
dollar. "She took that book with her 
everywhere we went on Christmas," 
her uncle said, "and she showed it off 
to everybody." 
There was the time my husband 
took her to the zoo and she crowed 
excitedly over all the magnificent 
animals, and revelled in a ride on the 
back of a giant turtle. She was a 
child born to joy, born to love life. 
And it was all there at the time of 
birth, in the womb, in the fetal 
stages, in the embryo, at the very 
moment of conception. All that An-
gela had become, and all that she 
would be, it was there at the instant 
her existence began. It was that, I 
thought, that some would have con-
signed to the knife. Not a formless 
blob of fluid, a meaningless thing 
with no existence of its own, but 
warmth and spirit and grace, all 
these were there. The dignity that she 
carried with her, the leadership with 
which she inspired others, the joy she 
gave to us, all these were there in the 
weeks before anyone knew there 
would be an Angela. They were wait-
ing to form, to grow, to bloom. They 
were as much there then as they are 
now. 
But there is more to the unique-
ness that is Angela, I thought. What 
she is, and even that she is, goes far 
beyond her mother and her mother's 
boyfriend. That she is a pretty child, 
that she is a leader, even that she is 
Angela, these are matters that are 
beyond human control. They come 
by divine decree. Angela's very 
existence comes from God. She has 
a place in his plan, she has a destiny 
that he has mapped out for her. In 
the meantime she is here, she has a 
life of her own to live, she has a place 
in our lives—we, her friends and her 
family. 
Her mother is still unmarried, still 
living at home. Apparently Angela 
was all that Maybelle wanted. The 
uncles see that Angela goes to Sun-
day school; the grandmother teaches 
her good manners and ladylike de-
portment. The time is not far off 
when the questions will come: "Why 
is my last name the same as my 
uncles' last name? Who is my other 
grandmother? Where is my Daddy?" 
The family will have to answer as 
they think best, at the time the ques-
tions are asked. When Angela under-
stands the truth about her begin-
nings she will have to come to terms 
with herself. It is a burden that no 
one can bear for her. It is my prayer 
that she will soon open her heart to 
Jesus, cast her burdens on him, and 
rejoice in the love of her heavenly 
Father. 
My thoughts return to the present 
as I look once more at Angela, skip-
ping up the street to her grandmoth-
er's house, like a leaf driven by a 
breeze. Again I remember the time 
when she smiled up at me and 
pressed her body against mine, and 
heart met heart. Again I think, "It is 
that which would have been de-
stroyed." Angela disappears into the 
trees that shade her grandmother's 
walk, and I whisper after her, "I love 
you, Angela." • 
She can 
make a tiny fist 
get hiccups 
suck her thumb 
feel pain 
yet she can be 
legally put to death 
by abortion 
at any time 
until the day 
she's born 
SANCTITY OF 
HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 
January 19, 1986 
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On finding 
our gifts 
Spiritual gifts: so many people 
talk about them. Evidence of the 
gifts is seen in the lives of believers. 
The Bible states that every believer 
has been given at least one gift for 
the work of the body. But many 
people ask: "What is my gift? How 
do I find it and use it? Are there any 
helps in this process?" 
Each of us has been given a gift by 
the Holy Spirit, and it is our respon-
sibility to find and use it for the 
building up of the body of Jesus 
Christ. When we don't use our gifts 
within the body, the body is weaker 
because of our lack of participation. 
The body is only as strong as its 
weakest part. 
There are several ways to work at 
the process of determining our spir-
itual gifts. The first thing we must do 
is to become aware of what spiritual 
gifts are. Reading chapters in the 
Bible such as Romans 12, 1 Corin-
thians 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4 
gives us specific background into 
what the New Testament writers 
said about spiritual gifts. As we read 
these passages within their context, 
we see what has been said about spir-
itual gifts and we find specific lists of 
the gifts within the church. 
Having determined what the gifts 
of the Spirit are, we can each move 
on to ask the question of ourselves: 
"Are any of these gifts seen in me?" It 
by Kenneth O. Hoke 
The Bible states 
that every believer 
has been given 
at least one gift for 
the work 
of the church. 
Ken Hoke is the associate pastor of 
the Carlisle (Pa.) Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
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is also very helpful to ask other 
Christian brothers and sisters what 
gifts they see in us. The Lord shows 
individuals their gifts, and he con-
firms within the body the gifts that 
he has given to be at work within the 
church. An illustration of this hap-
pened in a Sunday school class study-
ing the gifts of the Spirit. As part of 
this study, the class members took 
several inventories to determine their 
own gifts. They also shared in pairs 
about what they saw in the life of the 
other person and whether they had 
seen the gifts that the inventory said 
were there. This kind of discussion 
brought confirmation to a number 
of people about gifts and ministries 
which were theirs, and it freed sev-
eral people to open new areas of 
ministry for themselves because of 
what they saw their gifts to be. 
Biblical study and conversation 
with other believers are things every 
believer is able to do. Beyond these, 




More than a well swept 
God has been kind to bless the 
ministry at Cumberland Valley Breth-
ren in Christ Church. We are seeing 
numerical and spiritual growth as 
people experience wholistic healing. 
Out of necessity we are working out 
the details of a major building proj-
ect. Yes, frustrations have and will 
continue to come, but it's easy to be 
optimistic about what God is doing. 
Have we discovered a secret for-
mula for success? Do we have a mag-
ical plan, a surefire program to 
share? I'm afraid not. In fact we are 
not very "program-oriented" at Cum-
berland Valley Church. But some 
basic principles have served as a 
strong, "expensive" foundation (see 
1 Cor. 3:11-12) upon which we are 
building. Maybe they could be sum-
marized by saying that outreach 
happens naturally, but it's not nat-
uralistic. 
Let's think about how church 
growth happens. It seems that when 
certain ministry tools are used to-
gether, the way is cleared on the 
"streets" of our hearts for the Holy 
Spirit to work mightily, bringing 
salvation, healing, reconciliation, or 
whatever else is needed in human 
lives. It is not odd or surprising that 
God does these things; it's quite nat-
ural and f rom our model in Acts it 
should be commonplace and ex-
pected. So we simply apply these 
tools in conjuction and we're set to 
grow—right? Wrong! 
A problem arises when these tools 
of success—these "Holy Spirit street 
sweepers"—are identified and acti-
vated in our ministries with the 
expectation that in and of them-
selves they will bring growth. Confi-
dently and "in faith believing," it is 
expected (in a naturalistic cause and 
effect manner) that proper technique 
yields effective evangelism. Yet this 
subtle mistake may be the major 
obstruction to growth. 
Complicating the diagnosis of this 
plight is the fact that these street 
sweepers do seem to accomplish 
good things naturalistically. So a 
great plan, an exciting program, 
may mislead "even the elect" into 
believing that the church is right 
where it ought to be, even though the 
full blessing of the Spirit may have 
been tragically missed. 
For example, it only makes sense 
that effective communication tech-
niques help people come to a knowl-
edge of Christ and his love. So, saga-
cious teaching, enthralling preaching, 
and perceptive interpersonal skills 
are priceless tools for the growing 
church. Thus we seek these things. 
Zeal, boldness, and assertive pur-
suasion coincide both with our his-
torical precedent in Acts and the 
very essence of our message. We say 
with our mouths, "the world is lost 
without Christ." Since it would be 
inconsistent to act lethargically, en-
thusiasm is a street sweeper too. And 
we attempt to stir it up. 
Fellowship, that sense of belong-
ing, cannot be stripped f rom a dis-
cussion of church growth essentials. 
As we behave as one body, we model 
Christ for one another; we become 
more than the sum of our parts; we 
display the Holy Spirit's gifts. There-
fore we desire ways to foster fellow-
ship. 
Now these church growth tools 
are, at their worst, sound group 
interaction skills. At their best they 
are the natural result of God already 
at work and part of the preparations 
for even greater things. In either 
case, much gunk and debris can be 
cleared away by these tools of church 
life and growth. Fortunate is the 
church with all of these tools and 
more, for the body that has serious 
problems practicing these concepts 
may have a harder time reaching out 
to touch lives positively for Jesus. 
But can you see how these poten-
tially sound principles can be used 
with naturalistic presuppositions? 
These same tools are used by politi-
cal organizations to transmit doc-
trine, by salespeople to boost pro-
duction, by cults to spread spiritual 
death. If we slip into thinking that 
the techniques or the programs are 
sure to bring results just because we 
deploy them well, we'll not sense the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
congregations any more than the 
Republicans and Democrats, the in-
surance agents and the car dealers, 
the Mormons and the Jehovah's 
Witnesses do at their gatherings. We 
will have become another example 
of Galatians 3:3. 
Effective evangelism is more than 
identifying and applying the right 
sociological and psychological tools. 
It's applying those tools naturally (as 
an outgrowth of being God's peo-
ple), not naturalistically (an out-
growth of simply doing effective 
things). There is a huge difference! 
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street." 
by Robert J. Finley 
We must keep in mind that any-
thing with eternal results cannot be 
accomplished by mortal resources 
alone. A redeemed soul, a reconciled 
relationship, a psychological scar 
removed—these things are of God! 
We are only channels for these bless-
ings. So we must clean out the 
blockage in our lives, in our churches, 
and on the streets where we interact 
with the world, but we must have 
that flow from heaven before the 
everlasting work will be done. Hum-
bly realizing this truth prepares us to 
welcome quite matter-of-factly the 
Spirit in his fullness. 
At C u m b e r l a n d Valley, good 
things are happening not just because 
the preaching and teaching are help-
ful, and people are excited, and 
fellowship—especially in our home 
cell groups—is sweet. God is the one 
bringing those good things as we 
naturally expect and rely upon the 
supernatural. 
Therefore it is not surprising to 
see God answer prayer, redeem lives, 
and heal in many ways. We work 
hard to remind ourselves that those 
blessings are not a result of us or our 
techniques. Our job is only to hum-
bly sweep the streets, to prepare the 
way of the Lord. God's job is the 
effective evangelism. (Doesn't it make 
sense to let him take part?) And he 
wants to be at work in mighty ways 
in every local body. Let us all com-
mit ourselves anew to being natural, 
and not naturalistic evangelists. 
Robert J. Finley attends the Cumberland 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church, Dillsburg, 
Pa. 
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On finding our gifts... 
from page 7 
there are many other tools and books 
which have been written on spiritual 
gifts which are very helpful to the 
church today. Reading books about 
spiritual gifts and seeing the various 
listings of gifts that different writers 
have cited as they have studied God's 
word help Christians to determine 
our own spiritual gifts. Here is a 
representative sampling of books on 
spiritual gifts and the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Your Spiritual Gifts by Peter Wag-
ner (Regal Books) is subtitled "How 
to Find Your Gift and Use It: Your 
Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church 
Grow." I Believe in the Holy Spirit 
by Michael Green (Eerdmans) de-
velops many aspects of the Holy 
Spirit's work and contains specific 
chapters on the gifts of the Spirit. 
Dale W. Brown in the Foundation 
Series book, Led by Word and 
Spirit, sets the context for the com-
ing together of the Word and the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives, and contains some helpful 
chapters on the gifts of the Spirit. An 
older book by Samuel M. Shoe-
maker, With the Holy Spirit and 
With Fire (Harper and Row), does 
not focus as much on the gifts of the 
Spirit as it does on the whole move-
ment of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Many other books and articles have 
been written about the gifts of the 
Spirit and their work in the church 
today. 
There is still another tool that is 
very helpful in determining not only 
what gifts we have, but also in find-
ing help to discover the specific area 
of ministry that God may be giving 
us within the life of the church. An 
organization known as Guidance 
Assistance Programs (P.O. Box 105, 
Winfield, 111. 60190) has developed 
several helpful inventories for deter-
mining areas of spiritual interest and 
ministry. A full catalog of their 
available tools may be obtained by 
writing to them. 
Of particular interest is a tool 
entitled Spiritual Gifts. The goal of 
this tool is "to decide how you might 
use your spiritual gifts in the church." 
It looks at ten broad areas of minis-
try: pastoral ministry, evangelistic 
ministry, teaching adults, Christian 
education administration, counsel-
ing ministry, preaching ministry, teach-
ing children, teaching youth, visita-
tion ministries, and caring ministries. 
This tool seeks to identify areas of 
ministry rather than specific gifts. 
We use this inventory regularly in 
the context of teacher training classes 
offered at the Carlisle church. For 
example, if a person is training for 
adult ministry, he or she would be 
expected to show an interest and 
inclination for ministry with adults 
on this gift inventory. If, in fact, the 
inventory showed interest and abil-
ity in children's ministry instead, it 
then gives assistance in directing the 
person to another area where God 
may have especially gifted them. 
Other inventories are available for 
those who want to understand their 
gifts better. Some of these are in-
cluded as part of published books on 
spiritual gifts, while others are avail-
able f rom various Christian publish-
ers and may be seen in their catalogs. 
An inventory, "Understanding Your 
Gifts," is available in reproduced 
form by writing to me at P.O. Box 
147, Carlisle, Pa. 17013. Please in-
clude a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope with postage for two 
ounces. 
Following research of this kind 
into what the spiritual gifts are and 
what gifts an individual possesses 
inevitably leads to the point of actu-
ally using the gift. It is in using the 
gift that confirmation of it is found. 
Having a gift, keeping it hidden and 
not sharing it in the life of the body is 
hoarding a resource to the detriment 
of others. God has given his people 
gifts so that they can be used for the 
common good. As believers use the 
gifts that God has given to them, 
they find the confirmation of God's 
Spirit in their lives, the affirmation 
of brothers and sisters in the faith 
who see God at work in their lives, 
and the further development of the 
gift within them. 
God has gifted his church. May 
each member of his body find and 
use the gift(s) that God has given for 






by Harriet Bicksler 
You've probably had at least one 
experience answering questions for 
someone's survey. You respond as 
well as you can—perhaps grumbling 
a bit about vague questions or won-
dering how your answers will be 
used—and then you forget about it. 
If, however, you're the one conduct-
ing the survey, your work has just 
begun. You have to tabulate all the 
data, analyze the statistics, formu-
late some conclusions, and decide 
what to do with the information 
you've gleaned. 
That is precisely the situation faced 
by the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns. At the July 1984 General Con-
ference and again that fall, the Board 
conducted a survey of over 900 peo-
ple (about 5 percent of the North 
American membership of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church) to determine 
what social issues are of most con-
cern to the denomination. A long 
time has passed since then and the 
Board is still trying to figure out 
what the results mean and what to 
do with them. We also think it's 
important to let you know what we 
found out. That's the purpose of this 
article. 
Harriet Bicksler is the editor of Shalom!, a 
journalfor the practice ofreconciliation pub-
lished quarterly by the Board for Brother-
hood Concerns. 
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We quickly discovered, upon con-
sulting computer experts and statis-
ticians at Messiah College (especially 
Dr. Milton Loyer), that any conclu-
sions we come to must be tentative 
because of the limitations of the sur-
vey itself. Because of unclear instruc-
tions, inconsistencies in the ques-
tionnaire itself, and different inter-
pretations of words by individual 
respondents, it is difficult to make 
any sweeping statements. In addi-
tion, the programmers and statisti-
cians had to clean up some of the 
data submitted because of various 
irregularit ies. Consequent ly , we 
acknowledge that a well-designed 
survey may have yielded different 
results. 
Keeping all that in mind, Dr. 
Loyer, Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns board member Woody Dal-
ton, and I sat down one afternoon 
this summer (almost a year after the 
original survey was taken) to talk 
about what it all might mean. We 
discussed the results of the survey in 
five different categories: overall rank-
ing of most important and least 
important issues, regional confer-
ence variations, differences between 
the way men and women responded, 
variations according to the age of the 
respondents, and contrasts between 
General Conference respondents and 
those in local congregations. 
Ranking the issues 
The 21 social issues on the survey 
were prioritized by the respondents 
in this order: 
Developing family relationships 
Caring for the aged 
Drug and alcohol abuse 
World hunger and food produc-
tion 
Sexual promiscuity 






Nuclear arms race and reduction 
Women's concerns 
World Peace Tax Fund 
Highway safety 






Almost two-thirds of those sur-
veyed (62 percent) identified family 
relationships as their highest con-
cern, while only 8 percent identified 
labor relations as a concern, (Sharp 
readers will note a discrepancy be-
tween this ranking and one pre-
viously published in the Fall 1984 




i t m i 
letter. Such discrepancies are the 
result of the data having been cleaned 
up to eliminate some of the prob-
lems caused by an imperfect survey.) 
For the most part, the top issues 
are ones which have direct impact on 
our lives. The effects of family rela-
tionships, drug abuse and sexual 
promiscuity, for example, are per-
sonal, immediate and observable. 
Included among those issues of per-
sonal and family morality, however, 
are ones like world hunger and pov-
erty. This is indicative of a long-held 
concern and compassion among the 
Brethren in Christ for those less for-
tunate than ourselves. 
The bottom-ranked issues, con-
versely, are ones which are perceived 
to have the least direct effect on us 
personally. How many Brethren in 
Christ know convicted murderers 
facing the death penalty? With our 
high regard for the sanctity of hu-
man life, how many of us seriously 
contemplate committing euthanasia 
or infanticide? Our lack of interest in 
labor relations is not surprising ei-
ther; historically we have separated 
ourselves from the labor union move-
ment. On the other hand, why are we 
unconcerned about ecological issues? 
Shouldn't our historical connection 
with the earth cause us deep concern 
over its abuse? 
(continued on page 12) 
B O A R D F O R B R O T H E R H O O D C O N C E R N S SURVEY 
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns desires to be sensitive to the church's 
priorities in the areas of social concerns. The survey will help the Board determine 
where the church is on some very vital issues. 
Part I. Please prioritize (in the column to the left) your social concern by 
numbering those five social issues which concern you most. A "5" will mean that a 
particular social issue is of most concern to you, a "4" is next and so on. In addition, 
please put an "x" by those three social issues that are least important to you. 
Part II. The column to the right is an attempt to establish which social problems 
directly affect the Brethren in Christ Church. For instance, if you feel that drug 
abuse is a problem within the denomination, then please indicate this concern by 
placing an "A" (for applies) in the proper space. 
After filling out this survey, please take it to the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns booth in the display area. Thank you for your cooperation. 
Conference:. Local Church: 
Sex: M F Age:(please circle one) Under 19 19-35 36-50 51-65 over 65 
5 to 1 top priorities 
"X" 3 least important 
- Abortion 
. Capital Punishment 
. Caring for the Aged 
. Developing Family Relationships 
. Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
. Ecological issues (e.g. acid rain) 
. Ethnic Minority Concerns 
. Euthanasis (mercy killing of elderly) 
. Foreign Policy Issues 
. Foster Care Ministries 
. Highway Safety 
. Infanticide (mercy killing of infants) 
. Labor Relations 
. Nuclear Arms Race and Reduction 
. Pornography 
. Poverty 
. Sexual Promiscuity 
. Violence (child/spouse abuse, rape, murder) 
Women's Concerns 
World Hunger and Food Production 
World Peace Tax Fund 
Other 
Other 
"A" for applies 
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Analysis by sex 
There were statistically significant 
variations according to sex on only 
four issues—drug and alcohol abuse, 
foster care ministries, poverty, and 
women's concerns. Women appear 
to be more deeply concerned than 
men about those issues. Does this 
indicate that often they, more than 
men, are affected more personally 
and directly by the problems asso-
ciated with them? 
More than 200 respondents failed 
to indicate their sex on the question-
naire. Of those who did indicate 
their sex, the majority were men. 
Undoubtedly, that affected the out-
come somewhat. 
Analysis by age 
The results of the breakdown by 
age groups (under 19, 20-35, 36-50, 
51-65, over 65) show statistically 
significant variations on seven issues 
(caring for the aged, family relation-
ships, ecology, foreign policy, sexual 
promiscuity, violence, and women). 
Even though almost half of the teens 
identified family relationships as a 
concern, they were nonetheless the 
least concerned. Those most con-
cerned about the family are the 
young adults—those with young 
families of their own. 
On aging, the teens predictably 
care the least, but surprisingly, the 
oldest group does not care the most. 
By the time adults reach retirement 
age, perhaps they have come to 
X Analysis by regional conferences 
On most issues, there was no sta-
tistically significant difference be-
tween regional conferences. But on 
those in which there was (capital 
punishment, aging, ethnic concerns, 
foster care, nuclear arms race, pov-
erty, violence, hunger, and the Peace 
Tax Fund), the Midwest and Pacific 
Conferences generally show the most 
concern. Sometimes that's under-
standable, as in the case of ethnic 
issues which was identified as a con-
cern by 39 percent of the respond-
ents f rom the Pacific Conference. 
With the Pacific Conference primari-
ly located in the cosmopolitan greater 
Los Angeles area, it's not surprising 
t h a t the issues associa ted with 
minorities should be cause for con-
cern. But is it also predictable that 
Canadians are the least concerned 
about ethnic issues? 
We also discovered that the Cen-
tral, Midwest, and Pacific Confer-
ences registered more concern over 
caring for the aged than do the 
Atlantic and Allegheny Conferences. 
Perhaps that's because the latter are 
served well by Messiah Village. Per-
haps, also, it means that the church 
ought to consider how to meet the 
needs of the elderly elsewhere. Why, 
though, is the Midwest Conference 
more interested in the Peace Tax 
fund than the Allegheny Conference— 
by a margin of 27 percent to 11 
percent? 
terms with their own aging and have 
made plans for retirement. Converse-
ly, those in the age group imme-
diately prior to retirement (51-65), 
who demonstrated the most con-
cern, are worried about growing old, 
wonder how they will adjust, and 
sometimes still have the primary 
responsibility for aging parents. 
The teenagers are also the least 
concerned about sexual promiscuity 
and pornography. Why? Because 
today's teens are far less bothered by 
looser moral standards than their 
parents and grandparents? Or are 
they simply not as uptight about 
sex? On the other hand, it would 
seem that teens face some of the 
greatest sexual temptations as they 
mature and come to terms with their 
sexual identity. 
Adults in the 20-35 range are most 
concerned about violence, while 
teens and the elderly are least con-
cerned. Younger adults with small 
children probably feel most vulner-
able to the possibility of domestic 
violence, rape, and murder. But why 
do the elderly not also feel vulnera-
ble? Is that reflective of our rural and 
suburban lifestyles, where the elder-
ly are not as easily victimized as in 
urban settings? 
Comparison between the General 
Conference and local congregations 
Compared to responses gathered 
at General Conference, respondents 
in local congregations demonstrated 
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the most concern on all the issues on 
which there was a significant statisti-
cal variation. Those issues were abor-
tion, capital punishment, euthana-
sia, foreign policy, infanticide, pover-
ty, violence, and world hunger. 
When does it mean when persons 
in local congregations are more con-
cerned about specific issues than 
delegates at General Conference? 
Are people at the grassroots level 
more certain or more aggressive in 
their stands? Or are persons attend-
ing General Conference more con-
cerned about a broad range of issues, 
preoccupied with administration, and 
primarily interested in intellectualiz-
ing or theologizing than they are in 
becoming actively involved? 
Concluding observations 
Deciding how all these statistics 
should be used is not easy, but the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns is 
committed to serious consideration 
of the concerns of the denomination. 
The most significant finding which 
will need to be addressed is the deep 
concern for family relationships. It 
seems fairly obvious that if families 
are in trouble, individuals within 
those families will have a hard time 
looking outwards to issues like the 
nuclear arms race, foreign policy, 
and ecology. 
At the same time, however, what 
does it mean when only 28 percent 
and 21 percent, respectively, identify 
abortion and the nuclear arms race 
as concerns? Each of those issues 
have been called "the most impor-
tant moral issue of our time." Why 
are we still so uninvolved and un-
concerned? Is this reflective of our 
separatism, some theological under-
standing, or what? 
Through its programs and minis-
tries, the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns is already addressing some 
of the concerns identified in this sur-
vey. The World Hunger Fund and 
our affiliation with Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee continue to be ways 
by which we can help hungry and 
disadvantaged people. Messiah Fam-
ily Services provides foster care to 
needy children. A statement on por-
nography has already been released, 
and one on abortion is being pre-
pared. The Board's quarterly jour-
nal, Shalom!, provides biblical an-
alysis of important issues (aging, 
abortion, and peace church evange-
lism so far) and resources for con-
gregations and individuals wishing 
to become involved. In November, 
the Atlantic Conference Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns sponsored a 
pro-life seminar. At the last two 
meetings of the denominat ional 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
seminars on conflict resolution in 
the family and church have been 
held, and more are planned. 
A survey like this one is not the 
final word on what is or should be 
important, but it has provided help-
ful insights into what people are 
thinking and needing. The board 
now has the task of striking a bal-
ance between ministering to clearly 
identified concerns of the church 
and leading the church to increase its 
concern for other equally pressing 
needs. Finding that balance is a chal-
lenge, but is part of the board's 
mandate "to explore pertinent social 
issues and to seek means of stimulat-
ing the church's conscience toward a 




on hunger, other 
global issues 
An updated 14-page anno-
tated bibliography, listing re-
sources on world hunger, re-
sponsible living and other 
global issues, is available from 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee U.S. 
The bibliography includes 
listings of audiovisual and 
printed resources on agricul-
ture, energy, economics, jus-
tice and theology. Youth and 
children's resources are in-
cluded. 
For a free copy of the re-
source listing, write or call 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee U.S., Development Edu-
cation Office, Box M, Akron, 
PA 17501; (717) 859-1151. 
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Broadening Christmas 
relationships 
by Mim Stern 
It was Christmas Day in the early 
1970s. The 9:00 a.m. Christmas ser-
vice in the Choma church was draw-
ing to a close. 
The pastor had brought in a huge 
branch of evergreen with several 
sparse lights to simulate a Christmas 
tree. Cards and gifts of green mealies 
(ears of corn) wrapped in newspaper 
were delivered to certain people in 
the congregation; I'm not sure who 
or what determined the recipients. 
Throughout the service I had been 
Mim Stern and her husband Pete have 
served with Brethren in Christ Missions 
since 1952 in both Rhodesia (now Zim-
babwe) and Zambia. Mim's love for people 
has enabled her to develop intimate relation-
ships with people of all nationalities and 
backgrounds. Presently Mim and Pete are 
helping the Zambian church plant new 
churches in Zambia's Copperbelt. 
checking my watch as the hours 
ticked by, wondering if I would have 
ample time to finish the preparations 
allotted to our household for the 
staff Christmas dinner. (The Choma 
mission family numbered over 30 in 
those days.) I was somewhat glad 
then, when this Christmas dramati-
zation ended and the service for 
another year concluded. 
Before I could get out of the 
church, the pastor came up with a 
big wide smile and invited us to his 
house for a time of tea and Christ-
mas fellowship. 
My Western way of thought had 
me critically saying to myself, "Why 
didn't he plan ahead and ask us ear-
lier, so we would have time to ac-
cept?" But how was he to know that 
to us Christmas was closely linked to 
such traditions as ham, turkey, and 
homemade ice cream? It seemed the 
right thing to accept his offer, yet 
how could we bypass our previously 
agreed-upon responsibilities? We 
declined as politely as we knew how, 
but we were probably not under-
stood at all. 
Once home, I threw myself heart-
ily into last-minute preparations for 
the family dinner. But my mind was 
not at rest. Here are, I thought, com-
ing all the way f rom America to tell 
people about Jesus. And yet, when 
his birthday rolls around every year, 
we can't really celebrate the day with 
the people to whom we've come to 
tell the good news. Why? Because we 
have a tradition that Christmas Day 
is meant for families . . . flesh and 
blood families if possible; if not 
them, then those most like ourselves. 
We ate in festive mood with all the 
niceties and decorations we could 
muster. Games followed with more 
snacking specialties from "care" par-
cels from home. It was a great 
Christmas Day, except I still felt 
guilty for not sharing this glad day 
with the pastor and family when 
they wished us to do so. 
As the months of the new year 
passed, an idea was brewing. Would 
I have courage to suggest it? Maybe 
others were also feeling it was time 
for a change. 
As we neared the next Christmas, 
we found others ready to break with 
the tradition of an all-American 
Christmas. The new idea would allow 
freedom for everyone to spend the 
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day as wished. Individual families 
wishing to share Christmas dinner 
together could still do so. 
On Christmas morning six of us 
went to the church service. At the 
conclusion the pastor with his usual 
smile came inviting us to his house 
for tea and cakes. This time we could 
accept easily. A few Zambians were 
also invited. 
The next hours were filled with 
drinking cups of tea aplenty, eating 
cakes and scones—which the pas-
tor's wife had stayed up all night 
baking—and singing. Singing f rom 
the Tonga hymnbook, the Zambi-
ans found some Christmas carols 
they wanted to sing, but did not 
know. Now they wished to learn 
them all. We sang until there was 
little of our voices left. When one of 
the missionaries began dozing, we 
knew it was time to break up the 
party. 
By mid-afternoon we were on our 
way home and I kept remembering 
the pastor's comment as we left his 
house, "This is the best Christmas I 
ever had." The feeling of bringing 
joy to that home more than compen-
sated for any tradition we bypassed. 
We even had time for the staff get-
together later that day. 
* * * * * * 
I love traditions. They give a spe-
cial identity to a family or group. But 
is there not space within our family 
ties to include others under our tra-
ditional umbrella? If there is richness 
in what we treasure, let's share it. 
Traditions which makes us appear 
exclusive do not seem fitting for 
Chr is t ians , especially since the 
blessed Christmas event occurred 
for the benefit of all mankind. 
During holidays we desire to be 
with our "blood relatives." Yet who 
is more of a blood relative than my 
Zambian sister or brother who has 
been bought by the blood of Jesus? 
We are family! 
Now that we are no longer a part 
of a mission station "family," we find 
it exciting to celebrate special church 
festivities with the people we have 
come to serve. 
As you plan your Christmas this 
year, are there people around you 
who can add to your celebration of a 
worldwide Christmas? There may 
well be foreign students nearby 
whom you could invite in for Christ-
mas, brightening their day by your 
open heart and home. For we are all 
part of the same family in Jesus 
Christ. • 
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L / e c e m b e r in Japan is a month of 
year's end bargain sales and Bon 
Enkais (year's end office parties). It's 
a busy time because all work must be 
finished, houses cleaned, and all bus-
iness activities and offices put in 
order before the new year arrives. 
Added to this excitement is the 
Christmas shopping rush. Although 
Christmas is not an official holiday 
in Japan and most businesses and 
schools are in operation on this day, 
the Japanese enjoy the excitement 
that accompanies this season with 
the shopping, Santa, Rudolph, and 
"Jingle Bells." 
Living in Japan during this holi-
day is much different from being 
home in the states. Although out-
wardly many things are the same, 
the most important part of Christ-
mas, the essential core and essence of 
this holiday, is missing: Jesus Christ. 
Ask a Japanese why they celebrate 
Christmas, or why there is a Santa 
Claus, or what the "Silent Night" 
was, and you will get a silly look and 
a laugh with the statement that that 
is what you are supposed to do at 
Christmas time. The whole country 
seems to become Christian during 
this time. But on the 26th the nation 
reverts to Shinto and all evidences of 
Christmas are gone as everyone pre-
pares for the important Shinto holi-
day of New Year's Day. Shinto New 
Year's decorations can be found 
everywhere. 
We Christian workers here are 
extra busy during this season. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to share the 
true meaning of Christmas. Each 
year in the classes we have special 
celebrations and study the Bible's 
account of the first Christmas. We 
are given the wonderful opportunity 
to share the reason this holiday has 
become so special: the greatest gift 
ever given to the world is Jesus 





by Kathy Kennedy 
The trio from the businessmen's class 
perform at the Christmas party. 
Kathy Kennedy, a 1983 graduate of Mes-
siah College, completed her two-year term in 
Tokyo this past summer. She served there as 
a teacher of English as a second language 
through Brethren in Christ Missions and the 
Japanese Brethren in Christ Church. Pres-
ently Kathy is employed at the Hershey 
Medical Center. 
The Jr. High class enjoyed acting out the "Gift of the Magi," by O'Henry. In the 
closing scene, a group sings "Silent Night." They liked that so much, they wanted to 
sing it over and over again. 
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and we teachers also enjoy looking 
for special stories, plays, and activi-
ties related to Christmas to help 
make it all clear to them. 
One year, besides all the individ-
ual class activities, we had a Christ-
mas party at Yayoi-dai Church for all 
the students and their families. We 
also wanted to have a family night in 
Japanese since often we only have 
contact with the one person in the 
family who is studying English. And 
the party would be a non-threatening 
environment in which we could share 
the gospel of Christmas with the 
whole family. We rented a hall in a 
local public building for the occasion. 
We had special craft days and 
cooking days in the classes to make 
the decorations and dessert. These 
times together were really enjoyable. 
Thinking of one particular day of 
baking will always bring a smile to 
my face. Imagine eight women, all 
talented cooks and mothers of chil-
dren older than I, running around 
the kitchen saying, "What do we do 
next? How do I mix this?" These 
excited ladies put me on a chair to 
read the directions f rom the Wom-
en's Day magazine (thanks to Han-
nah Foote for sending the maga-
zines) and to tell them what to do 
next. The whole time I knew full well 
they could probably bake these 
things without the recipes. But on 
this particular day everyone was too 
excited and happy to think. I told 
them I felt like a babysitter and 
mother. It was a day that we all 
enjoyed and the ladies said they will 
never forget. Many of the students 
then came early to the party to help 
decorate. It was moments shared 
like this that made the party so spe-
cial to everyone. 
The 85 in attendance shared a 
potluck supper which included every-
thing from sushi to spaghetti. (Have 
you ever tried to eat spaghetti with 
chopsticks?) Following dinner the 
children went into another room to 
enjoy a puppet show presented by 
the Nukui Church young people's 
group. Then they saw a video car-
toon about Christmas. Asako Fuji-
moto, the English class helper here 
at Yayoi-dai Church, took charge of 
the children and was a wonderful 
help to me in all the planning as well. 
Meanwhile the adults had their 
own presentation. The Ogawa ladies' 
class sang a few songs followed by 
the businessmen's class who sang 
"How Great Thou Art," and "What 
Child Is This?" One of the trio was 
called away on business so I was 
called in to take his place. It was 
great fun practicing with the men 
and watching them get nervous and 
excited about their big debut. I am 
so thankful they were willing to take 
part. I had hoped that the husbands' 
of the women students who would 
be there would see that the English 
classes and Christianity were not just 
for women. We also enjoyed a spe-
cial guest soloist, Miss Ueda, who is 
a student of music. 
A Navigator staff member, Mr. 
Nagai, gave a dynamic message on 
the true meaning of Christmas and 
an account of the development of 
this celebration as we enjoy it today. 
He explained the many customs of 
this season that the Japanese observe 
but do not understand. For exam-
ple, some were surprised to hear that 
Santa Claus wasn't f rom America, 
and the reason we give gifts is that 
Jesus Christ was given to us on that 
day. 
When the group reassembled, we 
ate dessert. Then our Tokyo-based 
missionary, Marlin Zook, led us in a 
candle lighting service. He related 
the lighting of each candle to the 
light Christ can give to us. We ended 
the night with a heart-moving cho-
rus of "Silent Night" while each per-
son held a lighted candle. Marlin 
then closed the night with prayer. 
All the work and efforts were 
rewarded when the people said good 
night and expressed their true thank-
fulness—some with tears in their 
eyes—for having experienced in a 
small way why Christmas is so spe-
cial. They enjoyed sharing the mean-
ing of Christmas together with their 
families. 
Please pray that in future years 
the church will feel a responsibility 
to grasp this opportunity to meet the 
students and their families. We de-
sire that even more students and 
families will come. Many were dis-
appointed they missed it and want to 
be involved in coming years. Pray 
also that together the teacher and the 
church can use functions like this to 
form a solid bridge between them-
selves and the community of stu-
dents. • 
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Kathy helps her students make some Christmas crafts. 
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God at work in our world 
An indigenous Navajo 
church 
Ethel Bundy, Navajo Mission 
Theological Education by Extension 
(TEE) is bringing blessing to the 
churches around Navajo Mission. 
Roy Larvingo's enthusiasm in mid-
1984 was responsible for the starting of 
the largest of eight TEE study groups. 
He encouraged Jimmy, a pastor, to join, 
i Having completed only third grade, 
Jimmy thought it would be too difficult. 
His congregation is a "family church" 
which began several years ago when his 
daughter wanted to be married in a shel-
. ter near their trailer home. After the 
wedding they decided to continue gath-
ering to read the Bible, sing, and pray. 
When cold weather came, they put plas-
tic around the shelter, later a wall. 
Someone suggested they build a church. 
The following week a backhoe arrived 
and the driver asked where they wanted 
the foundation! There had been no 
plans for building, but today, five years 
later, an attractive building stands near 
the trailer. It is debt free and all Navajo. 
A congregation of 60 to 100 people 
gathers weekly for worship. 
Jimmy told us the congregation had 
been praying for a year that they would 
find someone to help them understand 
the Bible. They are now thanking the 
Lord for answering their prayers. This 
group has completed by TEE the study 
of Following Jesus, 30 weeks of New 
Testament Survey, and 11 weeks of Old 
Testament Survey. They decided to 
study Life of Christ next, hoping that 
the Navajo translation of the Old Tes-
tament will be available before they 
return to Old Testament studies. 
Jimmy has taught himself to read 
Navajo and understands it better than 
English. He was delivered from alcohol 
through the prayers of his wife and fam-
ily, and has been a Christian for 14 
years. He supports himself by operating 
Jimmy leading a tent service at his 
home. 
Jimmy's church. 
a dragline at a coal mine about 40 miles 
from his home. 
This seminar group includes an active 
youth leader. Frequently they tell of 
someone who came to the Lord in their 
Sunday morning worship. We call these 
young Christians the "nursery" and try 
to encourage the "nursery attendants" to 
take good care of the "baby Christians." 
The young people had been witnessing 
in one of the malls in Farmington until 
they were told it was against the law. 
People from the congregation visit 
both the county jail and the state peni-
tentiary. They have also been to a govern-
ment Indian school in Albuquerque, 170 
miles away, to have a service with the 
students there. 
God is using the TEE program to give 
Bible training to leaders of this church. 
Being a missionary 
Dan Deyhle, Japan 
Being a missionary does not guaran-
tee a life of fullness. Ministry can be-
come mechanical, riddled with prob-
lems, and even gradually removed from 
original goals. There can be much activ-
ity with little movement. So now seems 
to be a good time to evaluate our 
schedules—meetings, classes, and Bible 
studies—to weed out any unfruitful 
busyness, so that enough time is left for 
building meaningful relationships and 
seeking new ones. Relationships are 
made of people—I wish you could know 
them as we do. One family in particular 
comes to mind these days. Our relation-
ship goes back three years to our first 
days in Kami No Kura. . . . 
We were barely settled in and it was 
time to enroll the boys in school. Karen 
was apprehensive as she sat in the prin-
cipal's office with a group of other 
mothers and new children. Then one 
woman introduced herself in fluent Eng-
lish! Her family had just returned from 
seven years in the United States and she 
was wondering how her children would 
adapt to Japanese school. The family 
had lived in Dallas, Texas, where Mr. 
Katayama was involved in aerospace, 
and they were transferred back to Na-
goya. As time went on, our lives began 
to overlap as we discovered similar 
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problems and interests from our cross-
cultural experiences. 
In Texas the Katayamas had attended 
a large church, but they were left with 
the feeling that American religion dif-
fered little from Japanese religions in the 
effect seen in people's lives. It seemed 
church was a place to be for social life 
and business contacts. 
Although they welcomed our friend-
ship, any overt attempt to evangelize 
was usually met with cynicism. So we 
kept it low key and they did not back off 
entirely. In addition to our social con-
tacts, they were members of my ad-
vanced English class. About a year and a 
half ago when the class consented to add 
Bible study to their discussion time, the 
Katayamas went along with it. I felt that 
Mrs. Katayama's eyes showed that 
though she would read and discuss, she 
was determined not to be influenced! 
Last year Mr. Katayama was tem-
porarily transferred to Tokyo, but the 
family remained here, and Mrs. Kata-
yama continued to study. In January I 
noticed the hostility had disappeared 
from her eyes. She began asking more 
questions and her comments showed 
her values were beginning to change. 
She invited her new friend, Mrs. Jono, 
to join the class. She borrowed books 
and came more often to special meet-
ings. She looked happier. It appeared 
she was becoming a new creation. Had 
the seed been taking root? We hoped 
Mr. Katayama would move back to 
Nagoya this summer and we could work 
directly with both of them again. 
Just as we arrived home from vaca-
tion they appeared at our door. They 
had come to say goodbye! The transfer 
was permanent this time. We asked 
them in and visited a while. They knew 
we were sad to see them go. Mrs. 
Katayama asked if she could keep her 
Bible. I told her, "Yes, if you promise to 
look at it." She laughed, but it was a 
different kind of laugh. Then they were 
gone. 
Being a missionary means leaving 
people behind. It also sometimes means 
being left behind. With this family, we 
worked through the planting and nur-
turing. We would have loved to see the 
harvest. Maybe I'll get a phone call 
someday. Hope and prayer are part of 
fullness. Will you continue to join me? 
The burden is heavy 
Ethel Bundy, Navajo Mission 
The telephone rang a few minutes 
ago. A young man was stranded in 
Bloomfield, about 35 miles from his 
home. He wanted someone to come for 
him. Over the past 10 days his oldest 
sister had run away from home several 
times. The other afternoon they found 
her the second time and brought her 
home. The first time they talked to her, 
but this time they "beat her." The next 
morning she was gone again—this time 
she left a note. "Don't look for me, you 
won't find me." A trip to her home this 
evening to find help for her brother 
showed there was no one at either their 
home or that of a close relative. Their 
burden is heavy! 
About an hour ago a mother called 
me. One of her sons had spent two 
weeks in the county jail, and after the 
second trial he was sent to the Youth 
Diagnostic and Development Center in 
Albuquerque for three months. This 17-
year-old boy was expelled from high 
school last year. He and his twin brother, 
1986 Children's Missions Project 
Jay and Judy Smith will be the first Brethren in Christ mis-
sionaries to the Wolof people of Senegal, West Africa. 
The Wolofs are the most influencial people group in Senegal 
and are dominated by the Muslim religion. There are very few 
known Christians among the Wolofs. 
Jay and Judy Smith will learn the Wolof language and tell the 
Wolof people about Jesus. 
Rainbow Over Senegal, the 1986 Children's Missions Project, 
wil l help support the Smith's ministry to the Wolofs of 
Senegal. 
Project Goal: $6,500 
For Rainbow Over Senegal promotional material, write to: Carolyn Mann, 
723 Sinclair Rd„ Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
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who was also expelled, went to Mon-
tana in the Job Corps program. How-
ever, they had to complete their General 
Education Diploma (GED) before they 
could have job training. The one twin 
got into trouble, was sent home, got into 
trouble again and left for Albuquerque 
yesterday morning. Their burden is 
heavy. 
This afternoon the telephone rang. 
"Will you please go to my sister's camp 
and tell her to come to the hospital as 
soon as possible with her husband and 
children? This is an emergency; could 
you please hurry? My mom is having a 
serious operation very soon." Their bur-
den is also heavy. 
(Do you understand why we chose to 
think together about how we can help 
one another as our topic for our two-
week bilingual Bible studies in October? 
How can we encourage those who are 
trying to clear themselves from alcohol? 
How can we help the families who are 
having problems? . . .) 
Theology students serve 
the church 
Richard and Kathy Stuebing, Zambia 
Leaders in the Ndola Brethren in 
Christ fellowship continue to grow in 
their commitment to Christ and the 
church. Attendance is now much more 
regular for many, and there is a growing 
concern to reach out to others. Richard 
Stuebing and Dennis Mweetwa have 
worked together to give consistent, sys-
tematic biblical teaching in their ser-
mons, and the Lord is bringing the 
growth we've prayed for. 
Dennis Mweetwa and Howard Sik-
wela, both Brethren in Christ students at 
the Theological College of Central Africa 
(TCCA), are greatly appreciated by the 
Ndola and other Copperbelt churches. 
They are good examples of the value of 
providing theological education where 
students can minister in their local 
churches as they learn. The Luanshya 
congergation has volunteered to pay 
Howard's transportation costs for any 
Sunday he is free to come and preach 
there (about 20 miles away). 
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Both the Ndola and Mufulira con-
gregations are considering calling Den-
nis to be their first full-time, supported 
pastor—something that is not yet widely 
done in Brethren in Christ congrega-
tions in Zambia. We are delighted that 
the ministry of these students is bringing 
an awareness to local congregations of 
the value of having a full-time pastor. 
And we rejoice in the growing willing-
ness to give to support such a ministry. 
Pray for Dennis as he seeks God's direc-
tion for his future. He graduates from 
TCCA in December. 
We also praise the Lord for the new 
Brethren in Christ students who are ap-
plying to TCCA for January, 1986. Two 
have been accepted already and two 
more are in the process of application. 
There may be four or five Brethren in 
Christ students at TCCA next year. 
Home at Macha 
Kathy Folkerth, Macha Hospital, 
Zambia 
We have indeed arrived "home" at 
Macha, and settled in. Our trip was 
long, but it was a real learning expe-
rience. We paid transportation fares and 
hotel fees, and made food purchases in 
four different currencies in six countries 
along the way. Communication itself 
was a miracle! 
Home—We love it! It is red brick 
ranch on the outside, and an old country 
farmhouse on the inside with high ceil-
ings, lots of storage space, cement walls 
and floors, fireplace for heat, old furni-
ture, and handmade quilts on the bed. 
The red dirt sweeps out as easily as it is 
tracked in! (That is, when it is dry.) 
Staff housing at Macha. 
Children—Rachel has never been so 
dirty in her life! Brian thinks he is in 
heaven! To bed at 8 p.m. and up at 7 
a.m. Brian has an African friend named 
"Malala" who made him a large car 
from scraps of wire (front-wheel drive!) 
with a steering wheel attached to a long 
stick. He spent all day "driving" it 
around the buildings. Rachel is enjoying 
the companionship of two girls—reading, 
singing, playing in the clubhouse. She is 
on the kitchen committee! 
Work—Mick received two days train-
ing and a 90-minute tape as orientation! 
He is presently overseeing the construc-
tion of staff houses and a hostel which 
will house six nurses. There are 12 pro-
posed new buildings. Maintenance in-
cludes a 208-bed hospital comprised of 
six buildings, staff houses (approximate-
ly 15 homes), and water maintenance for 
these, including Macha Mission and 
Macha Secondary School and all of 
their staff homes. 
Weather—The nights are chilly (we 
have no thermometer)—enough for 
heavy blankets, and a sweater morning 
and evening. By 10 a.m. the day is beau-
tiful! It is sunny and warm with a con-
stant cool breeze. October is the 
"scorcher," and the rains start in late 
November and continue for four months. 
Food—Oh yes, we must not forget 
food! It is almost like home. I say almost 
because it is a bit different. There is a 
wide variety, when available. Hamburger 
(minced meat here) and slabs of beef are 
the meat choices. Chicken is very expen-
sive. Gardening is year round; many 
vegetables do well. Lemon and grape-
fruit trees provide our juice drinks. 
People—The people are warm and 
friendly; many speak English. Smiles 
are ever present and they laugh joyfully 
when greeted in their native "Tonga" 
language. 
Miss the most—You! The children 
miss their pets and things like apples, 
orange juice, apple juice, and hot dogs. 
In one week we have learned to appre-
ciate good tools, sharp knives, paper 
towels, and White Cloud! 
Pray that water in the dam will hold 
out until the rains come (baths are 
necessary), and for continued smooth 
adjustment and enriching personal re-
lationships. 
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Moderators to hold 1986 
Christian Peacemaker Team assembly 
In a little over a year from now, Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ will 
know whether the Christian Peacemak-
ers Team idea, first proposed by Ron 
Sider at the 1984 Mennonite World 
Conference, will become reality. 
The Council of Moderators and 
Secretaries, meeting in Denver, Colo., 
October 24-25, discussed the proposal 
with Sider and agreed to hold a special 
assembly about the future of the Chris-
tian Peacemakers Team (CPT) in con-
nection with their next annual meeting 
on December 16-17, 1986, in Chicago. 
Goal of the special assembly is to decide 
whether or not to give CPT the final 
go-ahead and, if the green light is given, 
how to implement the new peacemaking 
venture. 
This was the second time that the 
Council, made up of Mennonite Breth-
ren, General Conference Mennonite, 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ repre-
sentatives, had examined the proposal. 
At last year's consultation the Council 
received the proposal "with apprecia-
tion," but asked MCC Peace Section to 
give it further study and bring a revised 
proposal to the 1985 meeting. 
Council members were pleased with 
the new document. "It's moderate and 
saleable," said Owen Alderfer of the 
Brethren in Christ. The proposal calls 
for a program, comprised initially of 
100-200 two-year volunteers, which 
would place teams of "well-trained Chris-
tians in the midst of warring parties or 
groups that support warring parties in 
order to foster shalom." It suggests that 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ in 
North America should take the lead in 
establishing CPT, anticipating broader 
ecumenical and international sponsor-
ship. 
The proposal also suggests interna-
tional and domestic settings for possible 
CPT activity, including Nicaragua, 
Chile, Laos, Guatemala, Ireland, and 
Belle Glade, Fla. Through Nuclear 
Weapons Alternative Teams (NWAT), 
groups of people would promote alter-
natives to nuclear war and military 
defense through research, action and 
education. NWAT will focus on the 
U.S., with "a lesser, but very serious, 
effort in Canada also." 
Sider set the tone for the Council's 
examination of the CPT proposal by 
by John Longhurst 
saying that while he had "felt called to 
put the idea out," he had believed "from 
early on that this was too large and the 
potential impact too great for just one 
person . . . it is only in the body that 
we get deep discernment about ideas." 
The Council spent much of the ses-
sion on CPT discussing ways for the 
conferences to take ownership of the 
peacemaking program. They agreed that 
it would be easiest to simply appoint a 
small committee to ratify and imple-
ment CPT, but acknowledged that this 
would defeat efforts to gain broad con-
ference ownership. Sider encouraged 
the Council to take it to the churches: 
"Every ounce of my being says that I 
don't want to do this unless the churches 
sense that this is the direction that God is 
leading us." Owen Alderfer summed up 
the Council's agreement when he said 
that "we need to take this back to our 
constituencies and see if it will fly." 
Everyone wanted to take it to the 
churches, but the thought of years of 
protracted discussion was unsettling. 
"We have to make sure that it doesn't get 
caught up in conference bureaucracies," 
said James Lapp of the Mennonite 
Church. Sider indicated that he was will-
ing "to wait until 1995 if that's what the 
Lord wants and what the body feels," 
but admitted that he was "impatient." 
After wondering whether a year was 
long enough for the various denomina-
tion's to study the proposal, the Council 
decided to host the assembly at its 1986 
annual meeting. It also agreed to appoint 
a committee, comprised of representa-
tives from the four denominations, Men-
nonite World Conference, MCC Peace 
Section, The Council of Moderators 
and Secretaries, and Ron Sider, which 
will help the churches process the mate-
rial. Suggestions for processing included 
seminars and study conferences in 
churches, at annual conventions and in 
schools. 
Council members had questions about 
volunteers and fundraising. Sider re-
sponded that it was his hunch that 
volunteers and money will not be a 
problem. MCC Peace Section estimates 
that it will cost $800,000 to train, admin-
ister and put 100 volunteers into the 
field. 
Reflecting on CPT, Vern Preheim of 
the General Conference summed up the 
Council's feelings when he said that "we 
need something like this every 25 years 
to keep us vital as a people." Wayne 
North of the Mennonite Church agreed, 
but added that "every ten years would be 
even better." "We need to be confronted 
by CPT," he noted, saying that "it flies in 
the face of current mood, when we are 
encouraged to be highly concerned about 
safety, comfort and materialism." 
The discussion about CPT was pre-
ceded by what Preheim called an "his-
toric moment"—the first ever meeting 
between the Council and presidents of 
the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
colleges in Canada and the U.S. The 
meeting started slowly; the atmosphere 
seemed, at the beginning, to be a little 
like a student being called unexpectedly 
before the principal. Was something 
wrong? 
Nothing was wrong. The principal, in 
this case the Council, simply wanted to 
visit with the college presidents. "They 
seemed to think that we had an unstated 
agenda," James Lapp later reflected. 
Once initial apprehensions were dis-
pelled, the moderators and secretaries 
and the presidents enjoyed a fruitful dis-
cussion. "How can we better serve you?" 
asked Hesston College president Kirk 
Alliman. "Give us insight and direction. 
We want to be faithful and obedient to 
you." Alliman, who also chairs the 
informal Council of Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ Colleges, also en-
couraged the moderators and secretar-
ies to "tell us if we're producing students 
that don't fulfill the mission of the 
church." 
Fresno Pacific College president 
Richard Kriegbaum echoed Alliman's 
request for direction, but added that 
"the church needs to know where it is 
going . . . how can we serve a divided 
church?' 
James Lapp, also a chaplain at Goshen 
College, spoke for the Council when he 
stated that "we need to acknowledge 
that the destiny of our denominations 
lies with our schools." Alliman com-
mented later that the meeting provided 
an opportunity to "share concerns and 
expectations." "I left feeling like I be-
longed to a team," he said. The modera-
tors and secretaries and the college pres-
idents plan to meet together again in 
1987. 
John Longhurst is an MVS volunteer and 
editor of the Dallas Peace Times. A Meet-
inghouse article. 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
welcomed the Barton Starrs as their pastoral cou-
ple on Sunday, October 20. • The Cedar Heights 
congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., held a family life 
conference recently, with Rev. Pete and Mary 
Willms featured speakers • Homecoming Day was 
observed Sunday, Oct. 6, by the Clear Creek con-
gregation, Everett, Pa. Special speakers for the 
day were Ralph Mickel and Bob Lehman. 
Fannie Longenecker was the guest speaker for a 
missionary service held October 6 by the Dills-
burg, Pa., congregation. • A mission conference 
was held by the Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., on November 3-10. Dr. Sam 
Wolgemuth and Dr. George Kimber both shared. 
The Pleasant View congregation, Red Lion, 
Pa., held a homecoming service on Sunday, Sept. 
8 on their 25th anniversary as a congregation. An 
offering of over $4,000 was received and used for 
reducing the building debt. Former pastors spoke 
at the service. 
Sunday, October 20, was designated as Rally 
Day by the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, 
Md. The "Carpenter's Tools" presented musical 
inspiration. • Dr. Henry Ginder was the speaker 
for spiritual life meetings held by the West Shore 
congregation, Enola, Pa., on October 20-25. 
/ DISCOVER ALASKA 
THIS SUMMER! 
SAVE MONEY THIS WINTER! 
(Register by December 31 for a 
$150-per-person discount on the) 
^Mennonite 
yourlMay 
1986 ALASKA TOUR 
July 28 to August 10 
Enjoy 10 days visit ing Mt. McKinley and 
gold rush country, experiencing a river boat 
cruise, fellowshipping with Anchorage Men-
nonites...and much more! 
Then—for four days on a cruise 
ship—view towering mountains, rugged 
glaciers and abundant wildlife. • 
Cap off your tour with a one-day visit to 
Expo 86, Vancouver's World 's Fair. 
For information write: 
MYW Alaska Tour 
Menno Travel Service 
P.O. Box 547 ; 
Ephrata, PA 17552 
(717) 653-9288 or 733-4131 or 1 
(800) 233-0157 for non-PA callers 
V 
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Atlantic Conference 
The Adney Gap congregation, Copper Hill, 
Va., installed Rev. William Fetrow Jr., as their 
pastor on Sunday, October 13. • A fall Night of 
Music was held by the Lancaster, Pa., congrega-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 22. 
The Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., 
viewed a multi-media presentation on abortion, 
"Massacre of the Innocents." • Homecoming was 
observed by the Mastersonville congregation, Man-
heim, Pa., Sunday, October 20. Speakers were 
Clair Hess, managing editor of "The Daily Bread" 
from Grand Rapids, Mi., and Rev. Jesse Dourte, 
Kansas. 
The Refton, Pa., congregation held a variety 
nite on Sunday, Oct. 27. Members of the congre-
gation used this time to share their creativity. • An 
international meal was enjoyed by the Shenks 
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., on Saturday, 
October 5. The meal was the beginning of the 
congregation's two-day missions conference. 
Guests of the Speedwell Heights congregation, 
Lititz, Pa., on Sunday, November 10, were Joe 
and Ann Ginder in the morning and FannieLonge-
necker in the evening. 
Canadian Conference 
Rev. Roy Sider was the speaker for both the 
morning and evening missions services held re-
cently by the Bertie congregation, Stevensville, 
Ont. • The Cross Roads congregation, Guelph, 
Ont., observed "Celebration Sunday" on Sunday, 
October 6. Ivan Franck shared concerning the 
ministerial training program. A carry-in dinner 
followed the worship service. 
An Indian dinner was sponsored by the Falls 
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., as part of 
their missions conference which was held October 
18-20. •,Special music was provided by John and 
Monique Tute for the Ridgemount Church, Ham-
ilton, Ont., as they observed their 26th anniversary 
as a congregation. A carry-in meal followed the 
morning worship service. 
Guests of the Springvale, Ont., congregation on 
Sunday, Oct. 6, were the Schaubel family. The 
Schaubels, who are from the Bertie Church, minis-
tered in song and from the Word. 
Central Conference 
Spiritual life services were held by the Bethel 
Community congregation, Cassopolis, Mi., on 
October 6-10. Rev. James Kneblik was the speaker. 
• The Bill Baublitz family was welcomed recently 
as the pastoral family by the Beulah Chapel con-
gregation, Springfield, Oh. 
A missions festival was held by the Highland 
congregation, West Milton, Oh., on October 4-6. 
The speakers shared from their experiences in 
Zambia, Somalia, New Mexico and Zimbabwe. • 
Recent guests of the Rolling Acres congregation, 
McMinnville, Tn., were the Gospel Echoes. They 
shared about their work in prison ministry. 
The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, 
Oh., scheduled Homecoming activities recently. 
The Crossroads Gospel Quartette, Columbia, Ky., 
provided special music. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Lehman were honored on 
September 21 for their 50th wedding anniversary. 
A reception was held in the Dayton (Ohio) 
Brethren in Christ Church for family and friends. 
Midwest Conference 
Dwayne and Rhonda Potteiger were recently 
installed as the pastoral couple of the Dallas Cen-
ter, la., congregation. • On Sunday, October 27, 
the Gospel Echoes presented a musical program to 
the Mountain View congregation, Colorado 
Springs, Co. The group is from Goshen, In. 
The Oklahoma City, Ok., congregation cele-
brated their fifth anniversary as a congregation on 
Sunday, October 27. A fellowship meal followed 
the service. • The Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., 
reports seven persons were recently baptized and 
eleven persons were received into membership. 
Pacific Conference 
During the month of October, a spiritual gifts 
seminar was held by the Alta Loma, Ca., congre-
gation. The pastors conducted the seminar. 
A fellowship meal and food shower were held 
by the Upland, Ca., congregation on Sunday even-
ing, Oct. 13, to welcome the John Attwood family. 




Kenbrook Bible Camp has a 
voluntary service opportunity 
for a Retreat Center host, begin-
ning April 1, 1986. The position 
involves hosting retreat groups, 
housekeeping, and some kit-
chen work. Housing, utilities, 
food allowance, and monthly 
honorarium are provided. 
For more details, contact Eu-
gene Wingert, Director: Ken-
brook Bible Camp; 501 Pine 
Meadow Drive; Lebanon, PA 
17042. Phone (717) 865-4547. 
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For the Record 
Births 
Beiler: Jonathan Dale, September 17; Dale and 
Barbara Beiler, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Bloomfield: Nicole Laura, July 13; Jack and 
Susan Bloomfield, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Bornemann: Leigh Ann, September 28; Jim 
and Harriet Bornemann, Palmyra congregation, 
Pa. 
Brandt: Amanda Kathryn, chosen October 11; 
by Rev. LeRoy and Linda Brandt, Bethel Com-
munity congregation, Mi. 
Brubaker: Jameson Lee, September 9; Jeffrey 
and Joann Brubaker, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Bulgrien: Kristen Amanda, September 14; 
James and Donna Bulgrien, Skyline View congre-
gation, Pa. 
Caufman: Amber Mae, October 11; Ray and 
Teresa Caufman, New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Cerasani: Micah Aaron, October 10; Louis and 
Brenda Cerasani, Clarence Center congregation, 
NY. 
Charles : Lee Ellis, August 18; Allen and Ellis 
Jean Charles, Zuni, NM. 
Diehl: Rachel Joy, September 30; Dennis and 
Lisa Diehl, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Fierling: Russel Norman, September 23; Rich 
and Barb Fierling, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Garwood: Casey Louis, July 8; Richard and 
Denise Garwood, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Giles: Jeremy Dwight, October 3; Tim and 
Martha Giles, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
GrofT: Stephen, August 21; Dave and Monette 
Groff, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Harnish: Jodi Lee, October 4; Les and Becky 
Harnish, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Herr: April Joy, September 18; Tim and Linda 
Herr, Pleasant Hill congregation, Oh. 
Hess: Lori Beth, June 14; Charles and Lois 
Hess, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Hostetter: Ann Christine, July 21; Edwin C. 
and Shelly Ann (Chapman) Hostetter, Jackson, 
Mi. 
Hunt: Jason Christopher Alexander, Septem-
ber 19; Bob and May Hunt, Rosebank congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Keener: Sheri Lynn, June 18; Ron and Fern 
Keener, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Kelly: Charlotte Noelle, September 23; Rev. 
Stuart and Martha Kelly, Highland Park congre-
gation, Va. 
Lauver: Christian Scott; Chuck and Linday 
Lauver, Millersville congregation, Pa. 
McKee: Breanne Danielle, April 10; Dan and 
Darla McKee, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Miller: Bradley Vincent, October 10; Brian and 
Lisa Miller, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Oberholzer: Amber Nicole, September 20; Nel-
son and Cindy Oberholzer, Montgomery congre-
gation, Pa. 
December 1985 
Reynolds: Nathan Ryan, October 23; Carl and 
Annette (Nace) Reynolds, West Shore congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Ryan: Lori Renee, July 9; David and Beverly 
Ryan, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Sentz: Bethany Renae, September 27; Bob and 
Eileen Sentz, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Slack: Aimee Louise and Leigh-Ann; Len and 
Elaine Slack, Ridgemount congregation, Ont. 
Smith: Alisa Larin, October 8; Mark and Con-
nie Smith, Mt. View congregation, Co. 
Stauffer: Amy Lynn, September 16; Eugene 
and Donna Stauffer, Pleasant View congregation, 
Pa. 
Swalm: Ashley Rae, June 24; Larry and Sara 
(Climenhaga) Swalm, New Life congregation, 
Collingwood, Ont. 
Vogel: Joshua Dwight, July 7; William and 
Beth Vogel, Alta Loma congregation Ca. 
Wiebe: Diana Marie, October 8; Rudy and 
Twila Wiebe, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Young: Abigail Le, August 27; Leroy and Jane 
Young, Green Grove congregation, Pa. 
Zamora: Lena Amy, September 21; Mr. and 
Mrs. Memo Zamora, Palm Valley congregation, 
Tx. 
Zeplin: Stephanie Marie, October 3; Byran and 
Tracy Zeplin, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bowman-Heefner: Margaret Joann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Heefner, and Richard 
Dale Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bowman 
Sr., September 28 in the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Schock officiating. 
Foust-Hetrick: Anna Hetrick, Palmyra, Pa., 
and Donald Foust, Elizabethtown, Pa., October 
19 in the Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Kenneth L. Engle officiating. 
Good-Goodling: Karen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Goodling, and David, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen Good, both of Elizabethtown, Pa., 
June 22 in the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ 
Church with Revs. Bill Reist and George Snavely 
officiating. 
Jeirles-Long: Donna Long, daughter of Dale 
and Mary Bair, and Terry, son of Mable and the 
late Walter Jeirles, both Mill Hall, Pa., Sept. 27 in 
the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Hawes-MacMain: Judith Ann, daughter of Neil 
Mac Main and Mrs. Shirley Davison, and Robert 
Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hawes, both 
of Niagara Falls, Ontario, July 27 in the Falls 
View Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. 
Dwayne Hulett and Ross Nigh officiating. 
KauiTman-Reynolds: Brenda Ruth, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Reynolds, New Cumber-
land, Pa., and Daryl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Kauffman, Harrisburg, Pa., September 27 in the 
Shiremanstown Bible Baptist Church with Rev. 
Cass Santos officiating. 
Martin-Black: Linda Carlene, daughter of Ver-
non and Yvonne Black, and Barry Lynn, son of 
Roy J. Martin and Mrs. William Hess, September 
14 in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. A. G. Brubaker officiating. 
Mummert-Ketner: Karen E., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Ketner, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
K. Allan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Mum-
mert, Chambersburg, Pa., October 19 in the Mt. 
Rock Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop H. 
Frank Kipe officiating. 
Schoonover-Falls: Cheryl, daughter of Russell 
and Hazel Falls, Avis, Pa., and Raymond, son of 
E. Derwood Schoonover, Renova, and Donald 
and Dorothy Stuart, Lock Haven, Pa., Oct. 19 in 
the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Shader-Nace: Larissa, daughter of Donald and 
Betty Nace, and Jack, son of Jack and Shirley 
Shader, both of Shiremanstown, Pa., August 31 in 
St. John's Lutheran Church, Shiremanstown, 
with Revs. George DeFrehn and Simon Lehman 
Jr. officiating. 
Rice-Dutweiler: Laura Dutweiler, Cleona, Pa., 
and Andrew Rice, Shippensburg, Pa., August 17 
in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Dr. 
Jake Thiessen and Rev. Earl Musser officiating. 
Starr-Wagaman: Beth, daughter of Donald L. 
and Pat Wagaman, and Terry, son of Sheldon and 
Marie Starr, September 12 in St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church, Chambersburg, Pa., with 
Revs. Barton Starr and Elwood Zimmerman 
officiating. 
Walker-Davis: Tammy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Davis, and David Walker, both of 
Colorado Springs, Co., Feb. 9 in the Mt. View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Garland 
Whittington officiating. 
Winters-Shaffer: Kelly, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Shaffer, Belleville, Pa., and Eugene 
Winters, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Donald Winters, 
Lancaster, Pa., September 21 in the Refton Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur Bru-
baker officiating. 
Yeingst-Calaman: Wendy, daughter of Thelma 
Calaman, Carlisle, Pa., and James, son of Marilyn 
Kuntz, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., and James Yeingst, 
Mifflintown, Pa., August 24 in the West Shore 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Simon Leh-
man Jr. officiating. 
Obituaries 
Argenbright: Douglas A. Argenbright, Ship-
pensburg, Pa., born March 8,1956, died Sept. 22, 
1985. He was married to Mabel Messersmith who 
survives. Also surviving are two step-children: 
Curtis and Michelle. He was a member of the Mt. 
Rock Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. John 
Schock and Robert Seibold conducted the fu-
neral service. Interment was in the Spring Hill 
Cemetery, Shippensburg, Pa. 
Bishop: Charles E. Bishop, Dillsburg, Pa., Dec. 
2, 1913, died September 13, 1985. He is survived 
by his wife, Fay. He was a member of the Dills-
burg Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. John A. 
Fries conducted the service. Interment was in the 
Dillsburg Cemetery. 
Bowman: Emory Bowman, Breeze wood, Pa., 
born October 22,1906, died October 11, 1985. He 
was married to Mabel Diehl who survives. Also 
surviving are two daughters: E. Marie Smith and 
Ruth Sparks; two sons: Richard and Ralph; a 
sister, Alice Hook; eight grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. Two sons preceded him in 
(continued on page 25) 
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by Simon A. Lehman, Jr. 
From time to time, the Stew-
ardship column will feature a 
testimony of what a particular 
ministry of the church has meant 
to someone among us. All Breth-
ren in Christ ministries are sup-
ported through Cooperative 
Ministries. As each of us shares 
generously, all ministries are able 
to move forward in outreach. 
Here Simon Lehman, Jr. shares 
his enthusiasm for missions. 
—Paul Hostetler 
"Christ's Family—Saved to Tell Others\" is now available for use in U.S. 
congregations from the office of each bishop. The 18-minute slide-tape 
presentation, produced by the Stewardship and Finance Office, U.S.A., 
has been carefully tailored for each regional conference. (Lester Fretz has 
produced one for use in the Canadian Conference.) Half the slides are from 
the regional conference where a particular presentation is shown. 
To accomplish this, all congregations were invited to submit slides for 
the production. Many churches responded, and the Stewardship and 
Finance Office wishes to thank them most sincerely. When possible, 
several slides were included in the presentation from each congregation 
sending in slides. The music also came from each regional conference. 
The purpose of "Christ's Family—Saved to Tell Others!" is to inform 
to inspire—to cause people to feel good about being Brethren in Christ and 
a part of its ministries—to stimulate hearty support of both Cooperative 
Ministries and the program of the local church. 
You are encouraged to use this audiovisual in your congregation and 
follow it with a discussion of the Brethren in Christ Church, its ministries, 
and Cooperative Ministries. 
Twenty centuries have gone since the words of the Great Commission 
were first spoken. 
Twenty decades have passed since the Brethren in Christ Church was 
formed to help fulfill that Commission. 
Twenty years have nearly tripled since I was carried to church to hear the 
word "Go." Of course I needed to "Grow" before I could "Go." 
Missions have always been a part of my life. I have been sensitive to 
Christ's mandate ever since I was saved at the age of eight. As a teenager, 
God sanctified me, filled me with the Holy Spirit, and called me into the 
Christian ministry. 
My life has brought me through what we called "home missions" 
"foreign missions," to a mission program now called "Evangelism and 
Church Planting" and "World Missions." The Board for World Missions 
has published volumes of literature through the years; picture albums, 
annual reports of activities, magazines, prayer reminders, service oppor-
tunities, Evangelical Visitor articles, and letters. These have all been inval-
uable in calling the attention of young and old alike to missions. Through 
the letters received from missionaries, the words of returned missionaries, 
and board promotion, I have been made aware of both the need and call. I 
often wondered why I was not called to go abroad as a missionary. 
Giving, praying, reading, and visiting missions have been a vital part of 
my life and ministry. 
I give thanks to the Board for World Missions, which has made this 
possible. I would not want to be a part of a church that did not have a vital, 
active, up-to-date missions program. 
One awake, can awaken another; 
Two alert, can encourage each other; 
Three up with dawn in their eyes, 
can form congregations with hope in the skies; 
Four congregations working together, 
can build a church that the devil cannot sever. 
24 Evangelical Visitor 
MCC solicits applicants 
for a year abroad 
"I suppose one could argue that it's 
not really necessary to leave North 
America to learn about true hospitality, 
unselfishness, absolute faith in God, the 
importance of relationships and never-
ending patience. 
"But I know that God used Nigeria 
and her people to teach me these things 
in a clearer and simpler way than was 
possible at home. I only pray that when I 
leave Nigeria these things will stay with 
me even if life becomes less clear and 
more complicated," writes Rosalie 
Koop, 1984-1985 SALT participant. 
Koop is one of 53 young people who 
have participated in SALT Internation-
al, a Mennonite Central Committee 
work and cultural exchange program 
that places 18-to 22-year-olds in Africa, 
Asia, or Latin America for one year. 
The program is organized by MCC in 
cooperation with national Mennonite 
or Brethren in Christ churches, or mis-
sion or MCC personnel in host coun-
tries. 
Another overseas cultural exchange 
program available to North American 
young people is the Intermenno pro-
gram administered by a committee of 
European Mennonites. MCC helps pre-
pare participants for the experience. 
The Intermenno program places peo-
ple who are 19 to 27 years old in a 
European country where they work and 
live for one year with European Men-
nonites and learn to know Europeans 
firsthand. 
Both SALT and Intermenno are 
church-related work and cultural ex-
change programs. In both programs the 
participant gets a monthly stipend. 
SALT participants share the cost of the 
year abroad. 
Participants in both programs live 
with families or hosting institutions and 
work with local businesses, industries or 
in agriculture. In the SALT program the 
work often is related to the service pro-
gram of the national church. 
Both programs offer young people an 
overseas experience when they are be-
ginning to make their career decisions. 
The program is designed to help them 
make career decisions that will enhance 
the larger church community, either by 
choosing careers in church service or by 
developing personal awareness of issues 
facing the world-wide church family. 
Young people interested in participat-
ing in either program should apply by 
January 15, 1986. Application forms 
and other details are available from 
SALTer Dale Enns of Clearbrook, B.C., 
weighs a baby as part of the travelling 
clinic that visits remote villages in Zam-
bia. 
MCC regional and provincial offices or 
from Personnel Department, Menno-
nite Central Committee, Box M, Akron, 
PA 17501; phone (717) 859-1151, or 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada, 
201-1483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, 
Man., CANADA R3T 2C8; phone (204) 
475-3550. • 
death. Revs. Curtis E. Bryant and Blain Kauffman 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in El 
Bethel Church Cemetery. 
Briggs: Bertha E. Briggs, Mill Hall, Pa., born 
August 4,1908, in Hublersburg, Pa., died Sept. 7, 
1985. She was married to Roy G. Briggs who 
survives. She is also survived by two sons: Russell 
I. and Thomas E.; a daughter, Elsie Duck; seven 
grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; six 
brothers; and five sisters. She was a member of the 
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. 
John L. Bundy conducted the funeral service. 
Interment was in Hublersburg Cemetery. 
Clouse: Donald Clouse, born March 28, 1936, 
in Illinois, died March 30, 1985, in Colorado 
Springs, Co. He is survived by his wife, Janet; a 
daughter, Gail Lewis; two sons: Steve and Rick; 
two sisters; a brother; and three grandchildren. He 
was a member of the Mountain View Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Haring: Alma Haring died September 4, 1985, 
at the age of 69. She is survived by her husband, 
Charles; 7 sons: Robert, David, Gerald, Ronald, 
Darrin, Daniel, and Cleon; 6 daughters: Ada 
Fetrow, Lois Pannebaker, Ann Seifert, Sandra 
Fogle, Sharon Smith, and Linda Redcay; 38 
grandchildren; and 7 great-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the West Shore Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Revs. Simon Lehman Jr. and Andrew 
Slagenweit. Interment was in Emmanuel Ceme-
tery, Lewisburg, Pa. 
House: Ada Viola House, Ridgeway, Ont., 
born Sept. 24, 1899, died Sept. 2, 1985. She was 
married to Fred House who preceded her in death. 
She is survived by a daughter, Carol. Two broth-
ers, Albion and Milton Winger, and a sister, Jesse 
Winger, also peceded her in death. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Bertie Brethren in 
Christ Church by Revs. Ross Nigh, James Ashe, 
and W. H. Moody. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Pyke: Ruth K. Pyke, Abilene, Ks., born June 1, 
1905, died Sept. 17,1985. She was the daughter of 
Jacob and Susan Eyer Gish. On May 5, 1926. she 
was married to Roy W. Pyke who preceded her in 
death, Sept. 15,1984. She is survived by two sons: 
Kenneth and Ralph; four grandsons; three great-
grandchildren; and two brothers. Eight brothers 
preceded her in death. She was a member of the 
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church where the fu-
neral service was conducted by Revs. M. Scott 
Miles and Charles Norman. 
Shoff: Frank M. Shoff, Abilene, Ks., born 
August 17, 1910, died October 15, 1985. He was 
the son of Martin Luther and Nettie May Shoff. 
On Dec. 19, 1934, he married Evelyn Aker who 
survives. Also surviving are three daughters: 
Dorothy Pope, Patricia, and Carol Hoover; a son, 
Dennis; three sisters, seven grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. Rev. M. Scott Miles 
conducted the funeral service. 
Sollenberger: Elizabeth Sollenberger, Man-
heim, Pa., born June 11,1894, died September 25, 
1985. She is survived by 3 daughters: Ruth Shelly, 
Elva Bucher, and Mary Jane Arnold; 11 grand-
children; and 16 great-grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Maytown Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted by 
Revs. Benjamin Thuma and Herbert Hoover in 
the Cross Roads Church. Interment was in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
Winger: Cyrus A. Winger, born April 29,1897, 
in Stevensville, Ont., died Sept 24, 1985, in 
Upland, Ca. He was married to Minnie Price who 
preceded him in death in 1977. He was a member 
of the Upland Brethren in Christ and served as a 
missionary in Rhodesia in 1928-36. Revs. John 
Snook and Alvin C. Burkholder conducted the 
funeral service. Entombment was in the Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
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killed. We are living in a valley of tears. W e don't just want one 
night of peace, but pray for peace in our land. The life of the poor 
is sad, but our Lord came to the poor. We have faith in our Savior 
Without Him, there is nothing. Our Lord is the one who helps us 
during this war. 
Thoughts shared by Salvadoran vi l lagers 
dur ing a 1984 Chr is tmas worship service 
Learning f rom those wi th w h o m w e work 
M e n n o n i t e Central Commi t tee 
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Box M 
Akron, PA 17501 
M C C Canada 
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Save the family farm 
and save the soil 
Why save the family farm? There 
are many good reasons but among 
the most important is that the family 
fa rm is best able to combat soil ero-
sion and environmental degradation. 
Those who live on family farms 
have traditionally placed high value 
on the family and the land. Other 
traditional values include good work 
habits, family unity, simplicity, hon-
esty and self-reliance. 
But family farms are being lost in 
dramatic numbers today. And top 
soil is being lost just as dramatically. 
The Conservation Foundation re-
ported earlier this year that for every 
pound of food produced in the Unit-
ed States, 22 pounds of soil erodes. 
The family farm 
is one of the 
best ways to 
protect and preserve 
our croplands. 
The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) states that "loss 
of soil through erosion exceeds tol-
erable levels on 44 percent of U.S. 
cropland" and that soil erosion has 
reached epidemic proportions. 
A Minnesota-based land ethics 
group, The Land Stewardship Proj-
ect (LSP), reported one dramatic 
example of the relationship between 
the loss of the family farm and 
environmental degradation. In 1958, 
Ed Hauck of Wabasha County, 
Minn., bought a dairy farm. He put 
in terraces, hay strips, waterways 
and contours. By 1984 he had devel-
oped his farm into an award-win-
ning conservation showplace. Soil 
erosion had been cut to less than 
three tons per acre per year accord-
December 1985 
by Art Meyer 
ing to the Wabasha County Soil 
Conservation Service. 
But in January 1985 Hauck was a 
victim of foreclosure. An insurance 
company took over the farm and 
rented it out to a cash grain farmer 
who plowed it up fence row to fence 
row, removing all terraces, water-
ways, strips and contours. Twenty-
seven years of conservation work 
went down the drain. The Soil Con-
servation Service predicts an annual 
soil loss of 35 to 40 tons per acre per 
year or a tenfold increase. 
LSP, whose motto is "Let's stop 
treating our soil like dirt," claims 
that the Hauck farm tragedy is not 
an isolated case. They point to sim-
ilar cases in Missouri, Iowa, Ne-
braska, and Wisconsin. More and 
more farmlands are being taken over 
by groups more interested in profit 
than in protection of soil and the 
environment. 
In many cases family farm loss by 
foreclosure correlates with soil loss 
by erosion. Some other facts about 
family farm loss include: 
—In 1929, 30 percent of the U.S. 
population resided on family farms; 
today that figure is 2.4 percent. 
—Ownership of farmland has be-
come highly concentrated. One per-
cent of farmland owners control 
over 30 percent of total acreage. 
—Thirty-five percent of all U.S. 
land is owned by non-farmers; 40 
percent is rented; 10 percent is held 
by corporations. 
Some U.S. farmland is held by 
i n su rance c o m p a n i e s and t h a t 
amount is increasing as family farm-
ers go bankrupt. The LSP claims 
that one insurance company owns 
222,000 acres of farm and timber-
land in the United States. This is an 
area equal to one-third the size of 
Rhode Island. 
As we seek ways to protect and 
preserve the soil, our Christian faith 
should motivate us to do all in our 
power to prevent further loss of fam-
ily farms in our country and around 
the world. • 
• Art Meyer is associated with the MCC 
U. S. Development Education office. 
"Share the Hope" 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
DECEMBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
S • 1 1 Tim. 6:11-21 
M • 2 James 4:1-7 
T • 3 John 1:19-23 
W • 4 John 10:22-38 
T • 5 John 13:31-38 
F • 6 John 14:15-21 
S • 7 John 14:22-31 
S • 8 John 15:7-17 
M • 9 John 16:19-24 
T • 10 John 17:1-12 
W • 11 John 17:13-26 
T • 12 Acts 3:1-6 
F • 13 Acts 6:1-5 
S • 14 Acts 20:32-38 
S • 15 Romans 8:28-39 
M • 16 Romans 14:1-12 
T • 17 1 Cor. 7:1-9 
W • 18 1 Cor. 10:23-33 
T • 19 1 Cor. 13:1-13 
F • 20 2 Cor. 4:1-6 
S • 21 2 Cor. 5:10-20 
S • 22 2 Cor. 6:1-10 
M • 23 2 Cor. 8:7-12 
T • 24 2 Cor. 9:1-8 
W • 25 Eph. 1:15-23 
T • 26 Eph. 4:27-32 
F • 27 Eph. 5:13-21 
S • 28 Col. 4:1-6 
S • 29 1 Thess. 5:12-24 
M • 30 1 Tim. 4:6-16 
T • 31 1 Tim. 6:11-19 
Used by permission of the National Association 




Boyer elected to another term 
Nationally-regarded educator Dr. 
Ernest Boyer was elected to serve an 
additional term as chairman of the Mes-
siah College Board of Trustees, it was 
announced after Homecoming festivi-
ties in October. 
Boyer is president of the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, and served as Commissioner 
of U. S. Education under President Car-
ter. A 1945 Messiah graduate, he recent-
ly authored High School: A Report on 
Secondary Education in America. His 
study of colleges, College: The Under-
graduate Experience in America, is ex-
pected to be published this winter. 
Also re-elected as officers of the board 
were vice-chairman Galen Oakes, Mas-
sillon, Ohio; secretary Mark Hess, Lan-
caster; treasurer Dr. Robert Hamilton, 
Grantham; and assistant secretary Dr. 
David Madeira, Mechanicsburg. 
In other business, Dr. D. Ray Hostet-
ter, college president, announced the 
projected budget for the 1986-87 fiscal 
year is S18.6 million, an increase of 11.3 
percent over the present year. 
Total student enrollment has jumped 
4.8 percent this academic year, from 
1761 to 1845 students. Brethren in Christ 
students compose 7.7 percent of the stu-
dent body, with 6.6 percent of the 
freshman class Brethren in Christ. The 
freshman class of 502 is the largest ever. 
Homecoming unites past, 
present and future 
With the theme of "Nothing Can 
Separate Us," Homecoming '85 served 
to bring students and alumni together 
for the memories of college life past; the 
sports, drama and fellowship of college 
life present; and the dedication of col-
lege life future. 
First-year alumni director Glenn Hei-
sey reported 644 registered alumni pres-
ent for the October 18-20 weekend, or 
approximately 10 percent of the Col-
lege's 6,500 living alumni. But the alumni 
who didn't register probably brought 
the total to about 1,000, Heisey said. 
Honored at the Alumni Banquet with 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award was 
Dr. Leroy B. Walters Jr., a 1962 gradu-
ate and one of the nation's foremost 
bioethicists. He is the director of the 
Center for Bioethics in the Kennedy 
Institute of Ethics at Georgetown Uni-
versity, Washington, D.C. 
28 
Clyde Horst, a member of the board 
of trustees and a Lancaster business-
man, was given the Alumni Apprecia-
tion Award, and Trudy McGraw, Esq. 
('75), of Carlisle, received the Young 
Alumnus Award. 
After the dinner and award ceremony 
in Brubaker Auditorium, the alumni 
attended a special performance of the 
Theatre Messiah production, "The Mad-
woman of Chaillot." An allegory of 
good versus evil set during the Nazi 
occupation of the 1940s, the play fea-
tured Brethren in Christ students Becki 
Yoder, a sophomore from Willow Street, 
Pa; Faithe Brubaker, a senior from 
Newburg, Pa., and Roxanne Kennedy, 
a freshman from Mercersburg, Pa. 
Earlier Saturday, set in the middle of 
exciting field hockey, volleyball and 
soccer games, was the dedication and 
official opening of the $4.5 mission Sol-
lenberger Sports Center. The 93,000 
square-foot facility houses an arena the 
size of four full-sized basketball courts, 
an elevated running track, a six-lane 
swimming pool and diving well, four 
racquetball courts, and several offices 
and classrooms. 
It is named for John and Ida Sollen-
berger of Chambersburg, Pa. (New Guil-
ford congregation), who gave a major 
contribution toward the building of the 
center. Other major benefactors honored 
were Harry Hitchcock, of Lancaster, 
Pa., for whom the arena is named, and 
Harriet and C. J. Fredricksen, Camp 
Hill, Pa., for whom the natatorium is 
named. 
The new athletic facilities will be used 
primarily for intramural sports and gen-
eral recreation by students. There are no 
bleachers—intercollegiate basketball and 
wrestling will continue to be held in 
Brubaker Auditorium. 
"The Sollenberger Center supports 
our commitment to educating the whole 
person," said Dr. Layton Shoemaker, 
chairman of the Department of Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation. 
"That's been a weakness here because of 
our lack of facilities. Now we can back 
up what we teach. The more students 
become involved here, the more they'll 
continue in the lifestyle of physical fit-
ness for the rest of their lives." 
The dedication culminated the "Focus 
on Wholeness" campaign launched two 
years ago. The $7.5 million set as the 
goal was to be used for the sports center, 
renovation of Old Main, and student 
financial aid. The campaign netted more 
than $8 million. In addition to $4.5 mil-
lion for the sports center, approximately 
President D. Ray Hostetter holds the 
ribbon as Ida and John Sollenberger 
officially open the new sports center. 
$2 million was targeted for financial aid 
and $500,000 used for the Old Main 
renovation. Another $1.2 million was 
designated as operational giving. 
Sunday afternoon, the dedication of 
the Mellinger Residence, containing 41 
student apartments, brought Home-
coming festivities to a close. 
Messiah's Brethren in Christ 
hold fellowship 
Brethren in Christ students and staff 
held a time of fun and fellowship at the 
Grantham church's Fellowship Hall on 
Nov. 3. Students Winnie Brubaker 
(sophomore, Arcanum, Ohio), Carol 
Peterman (sophomore, Manheim, Pa.) 
and Becki Yoder (sophomore, Willow 
Street, Pa.) organized the get-together. 
In between playing games and eating 
ice cream cones, those attending heard 
Dr. E. Morris Sider tell stories about 
items contained in the College Archives. 
German postwar prints 
to be displayed 
A collection of German postwar prints 
titled "The Art of Sharing, the Sharing 
of Art," will be on display in the Col-
lege's Aughinbaugh Art Gallery Janu-
ary 6-26, 1986. The prints were given to 
the Mennonite Central Committee by 
the German government in appreciation 
for their help with relief after the war. 
Consisting of 23 framed original prints 
and 17 photographs of prints, the collec-
tion contains woodcuts, engravings, 
etchings, monotypes and lithographs. 
One of the prints, titled "Kinderdank" 
(A Child's Thanks), by Max Unold, is 
owned by Messiah and loaned to the 
museum for the show. 
The exhibit is normally housed at the 
Kauffman Museum of Bethel College, 
in North Newton, Kansas. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Pho^b^s Journal 
In October, when I'm enjoying the 
beauty and activity of autumn (deep 
oranges, yellows and reds; parades and 
football games), it's hard to get in the 
mood for Christmas. The retail industry 
markets Christmas long before the leaves 
have turned and long before I want to 
think about it. Once Thanksgiving is 
past, however, I'm ready for the sights 
and sounds of Christmas and the feel-
ings of satisfaction and well-being that 
are often inherent in the Christmas 
season. 
The sources of my own sense of well-
being and satisfaction are many and 
don't necessarily have anything to do 
with Christmas. The Christmas season 
is a good time, though, to reflect on the 
things in my life that bring me pleasure 
and satisfaction. 
Some of the most satisfying times 
Mark and I have had together recently 
have been outside, enjoying the earth's 
beauty. Hiking together in the woods on 
a blanket of newly-fallen leaves, sharing 
a picnic lunch on a small island in the 
middle of a river, and walking along the 
beach renew our spirits and take us 
beyond ourselves for awhile. There is 
also satisfaction in learning and under-
standing new things about each other 
after years of marriage, and in sharing 
the challenging task of caring for Beth 
and David. 
Beth is growing up. She's no longer a 
little girl; she's becoming a young wom-
an who can share ideas with me and 
even wear some of my clothes. When she 
told me that she's getting to the place 
where "I don't always want my parents 
hovering over me," I had mixed feelings. 
Although I felt the same pang many 
parents feel as a child grows up, I was 
also proud that she wants to be inde-
pendent. In typical adolescent fashion, 
she often loudly protests, "You don't 
understand!" Sometimes I suppose that's 
true, but usually I think I understand 
more than she thinks I do. So it's very 
satisfying when we connect and are able 
to communicate on the same wave-
length. 
I also enjoy the sparkle in David's 
eyes. His enthusiasm and irrepressibility 
are reflected in eyes that shine as he 
describes his latest brainstorm. Long 
after Mark and I dismiss one of his ideas 
as creative but quite unworkable, he still 
persistently pursues it. To our chagrin 
sometimes, his ideas often turn out to be 
very workable. I think his persistence 
will serve him well as he grows up. His 
eyes also sparkle when he suddenly 
stops his play, comes over to me, and 
says, "Mommy, I want to give you 
something special." I love his version of 
"something special"—a hug and a kiss, a 
back rub, and a pat on the back. Who 
can resist all that from a twinkly-eyed 
little boy? 
In addition to the satisfaction I feel 
from my relationships with my husband 
and children, I also derive satisfaction 
from my own accomplishment. The 
knowledge that I've done something 
well is extremely satisfying. The other 
week I was asked at the last minute (7:30 
on Saturday night) to teach a Sunday 
school class. Besides the pressure of not 
feeling adequately prepared, there were 
also other things going on at home 
which made the whole situation very 
difficult. On the way to church, I 
breathed prayers of desperation, telling 
the Lord how I was feeling and crying 
for help. The class went better than I 
would have dared to predict and the 
choices I made at home worked out 
well. That experience was satisfying 
because of the Lord's presence with me 
and because my confidence in myself as 
a competent, strong, and courageous 
person was affirmed. 
At Christmas, I experience a feeling 
of well-being from participating in the 
traditions of the season. I enjoy the 
search for the "perfect" tree, the process 
of decorating the house, the children's 
Christmas programs, the lights and can-
dles, the family celebrations, the gift-
giving. One of my own personal Christ-
mas traditions is listening to Handel's 
Messiah—the whole thing, not just the 
Christmas portion. I sing along with the 
great choruses and revel again in the 
words and music of "The glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed," "Unto us a child 
is born" ("and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace"), and "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain." It is good to be reminded of 
the scope of God's plan of redemption 
for his people. 
In the midst of the hustle and bustle of 
the season, my relationships with family 
and friends, the traditions of Christmas, 
and the reminders of God's love as 
revealed in a baby born in a stable sus-
tain me and are deeply satisfying. 
Onesirtjus Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
You are receiving this letter during 
what we now call the month of Decem-
ber. This is the month that the Christian 
Church has traditionally celebrated the 
birth of Jesus. Christmas is the day we 
call the birthday of Jesus Christ. 
Coincidently, Paul, I am writing this 
letter to you on my own birthday. 
Because this is my 39th birthday and the 
December 1985 
next will be my 40th, I am forced to 
reflect on the passing of time and the 
meaning of birthdays. 
Moreover, at this time, I am also in 
the process of transferring my member-
ship to the Brethren in Christ church in 
the community in which I live. There-
fore, my reflection on birthdays inter-
sects with my thinking about the church. 
These happenings are the basis for my 
letter to you. 
I am grateful, first of all, that Jesus 
was born into the world to identify with 
us and to be our savior. I am grateful for 
the opportunity that Jesus' birthday 
gives me to be born into his universal 
church. I am also grateful for the local 
(continued on page 30) 
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congregations of believers that have 
nurtured my faith. 
Furthermore, I am grateful person-
ally for the fact that I was born into a 
family in the Brethren in Christ Church. 
That church has given me a heritage for 
which I am profoundly grateful. In my 
adult years, I have never seriously con-
sidered joining a church other than the 
Brethren in Christ. Whenever we have 
moved into a community, we have rou-
tinely joined the closest Brethren in 
Christ Church. Why has the Brethren in 
Christ Church been so important to me? 
First, it has given me a sense of place. 
I feel that I belong in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. It is my family. I have 
not missed a General Conference in my 
adult life. It would be like missing a 
family reunion. 
Many persons seem to feel that this 
family nature of the church is a draw-
back. They feel that the church has been 
too much of a family. It is true that the 
importance of family relationships has 
been overstressed at times. The leader-
ship in the church has been and still is 
dominated by certain Brethren in Christ 
family names. 
Yet, as a second generation Brethren 
in Christ who does not have a recogniz-
able name in the Church, I must say that 
the family nature of the Church is more 
good than bad. This quality has knit us 
together. Even in our differences, we 
have been a family. We have disagreed 
like a family. 
For example, during this year, there 
have been persons who have disagreed 
with what I have written to you, Paul. 
They have expressed that disagreement 
to me. Nevertheless, for the most part, it 
has been in the spirit of love. Therefore, 
I still feel part of the family. My place in 
the family has given me the courage to 
speak, knowing that my church family 
will accept me and listen to what I have 
to say. 
Second, the Brethren in Christ Church 
has given me a structure in which to 
raise my own family. My positive expe-
rience growing up in the Brethren in 
Christ Church makes me want my chil-
dren to experience what I have experi-
enced. 
My children have already benefited 
from this church relationship. They have 
many spiritual grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, and cousins in the church who 
have contributed immensely to their 
spiritual growth. I often wonder what 
impact it has on children for parents to 
refuse to participate in their church or to 
bounce from one church to another in 
their dissatisfaction. It seems to me that 
they are denying their children a spirit-
ual family. 
Paul, I do not know how my children 
will react to all of this. I believe that they 
have the right to make their own choices. 
I do not know whether they will choose 
to follow Christ, nor do I know whether 
they will choose to continue in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. These are 
choices that they will have to make. Yet, 
I do believe that they have been given an 
excellent start among the Brethren in 
Christ. 
Third, the Brethren in Christ Church 
has given me an adequate faith. For the 
Brethren in Christ, faith is a very rich 
term. It is not just something you believe, 
but also something you do. I have been 
taught from the beginning that there is 
no faith without obedience. This has 
been a healthy corrective to the cheap 
grace that has been offered to my gener-
ation in the church at large. 
On the one hand, there are churches 
today that emphasize belief over faith. 
The implication is that, if you believe in 
Christ, it does not really matter what 
you do. The church asks only for belief 
and leaves behavioral issues up to the 
individual. This is a cheap grace that 
you would find difficult to understand, 
Paul, but it is very common today. This 
cheap grace has not been the way among 
the Brethren in Christ. 
On the other hand, there are churches 
today that emphasize obedience over 
faith. These churches tend to be exclu-
sive and do not reach out. They are good 
at preservation, but not so good at out-
reach. The growth and vitality of the 
Brethren in Christ indicates that we are 
not like that. The Brethren in Christ 
Church is an exciting place to be. 
Paul, I think you would be impressed 
with the Brethren in Christ in the 20th 
century. It is a family of believers with a 
bond of fellowship that helps us to over-
come differences. It is a group that pro-
vides an extended family for its mem-
bers. It is a church that emphasizes both 
belief and practice. It is a New Testa-




Peace—heralded by the prophets, 
chimed by the heavenly host on 
Christmas night, and sown into the 
heart of the believer by the Holy 
Spirit. The theme of peace threads 
its way through the Scriptures f rom 
beginning to end: from loss of it in 
the garden of Eden to its consumma-
tion in the book of Revelation, 
"Amen. Come Lord Jesus," Prince 
of Peace. 
Never more often than at Christ-
mas do we hear peace proclaimed. 
Luke 2:14 rings through the air in 
song; it arrives at our doorstep on 
elaborately decorated cards; it per-
vades stories of little angels, drum-
mer boys, and shepherds on the hill-
side. "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favor rests." 
To some, peace is only a dream, a 
fantasy. Certain theologians cast a 
shadow on Luke 2:14, saying, "Men 
killed the 'Prince of Peace' (Isa. 9:6) 
and yet they vainly talk of peace; but 
there will be none until Christ 
comes."1 Victims of the greedy, the 
cruel, the perverse, and the godless 
all cry out—there is no peace. World 
events roll on from day to day, seem-
ingly out of control and far removed 
in time and reality f rom the chorus 
that rang so clear on Christmas 
night: "and on earth peace. . . . " 
In the summer of 1955, another 
Helen Johns is the editorial assistant for 
the Visitor. She is also editing The Founda-
tion Series Songbook, to be published in 
1986. It was through correspondence for the 
songbook that she learned of the back-
ground of the writing of" Let There Be Peace 
on Earth." Its author, Jill Miller, lives in 
southern California and is still active in pub-
lic speaking and peace concerns. 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
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. . and let it begin with me/' 
by Helen Johns 
song of peace sounded f rom a hill-
side, this time by 180 teens in the 
mountains of California. The words 
they sang were a prayer: 
Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, 
children all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother 
in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me; 
let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, 
let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment, and live 
each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me. 
The song, written by Sy and Jill 
Jackson Miller, has since been sung 
the world around in every conceiva-
ble setting: at the Sadat /Begin/Car-
ter signing of the Middle East Peace 
Treaty, by Pearl Bailey at the United 
Nations, by choirs of children in 
Hongkong, by African Zulus. The 
list of credits is extensive and impres-
sive. In her autobiography, Mrs. 
Miller says, "God's ideas go forth on 
wings of love to hearts that love 
Him."2 The song has indeed taken 
flight around the world to hearts of 
those longing for the peace promised 
by the heavenly host. 
The concept—personal responsi-
bility for peace—is not a new one. In 
the first century, Paul urged Chris-
tians to be ministers of peace. He 
used this reasoning: "If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. . . . 
All this is f rom God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion. . . . We are therefore Christ's 
ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us."3 
Furthermore, the Ephesian epistle 
agrees, God's "purpose was to create 
in himself one new man . . . thus 
making peace."4 
Mrs. Miller explains," 'Let There 
Be Peace on Earth' was born in the 
springtime of 1955. Sy and I were 
listening to an inspiring talk on 
radio. It was a talk that gave new 
meaning to the scriptural words, 
'Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called the children of 
God' (Matt. 5:9 KJV). Its message 
emphasized that there can never be a 
manifest peace on earth until it be-
gins in the heart and practice of the 
individual. . . . In the very begin-
ning, the lead sheet [the handwritten 
music] lay on our piano for some 
weeks before its amazing journey 
around the world."5 
In the 30 years since then, it is 
clear that Mrs. Miller's fervor for 
peace has not diminished. The words 
she and her late husband wrote in 
the song have become a lifestyle. In 
her book, she attests, "We all knew 
that God guided us in every area of 
our lives . . that of ourselves we 
could do nothing." In a recent phone 
conversation, she coupled that theme 
with words of devotion. Repeatedly 
she emphasized the importance of 
daily seeking the Lord's will, and her 
overwhelming, grateful amazement 
at the way God has honored her 
offerings of talent and obedience. 
Little did she know or imagine 30 
years ago that God would make 
something beautiful and dynamic of 
her life, which had almost ended in 
suicide. 
"When I'm asked to explain how 
the song spread, it is like trying to tell 
what happens to the circles going 
out from seventy-five pebbles thrown 
simultaneously into a lake. Each 
pebble gives rise to circles. Each per-
son is like a pebble of peace in the 
pool of humanity."6 She recalls being 
impressed by the rapidity with which 
an idea can spread. "Beginning with 
only one person, an idea can be 
shared with everyone on earth in 21 
days, if one gives it to three others 
who will do the same."7 Think of the 
possibilities today for spreading the 
gospel, given similar statistics. 
Luke 2:14 makes it clear that 
peace is God's wish for all humanity— 
peace with God, peace with our-
selves, peace with our fellow human 
beings. Peace did not miraculously 
drop from the sky that Christmas 
night. Yet, in sending Christ, God 
creatively and abundantly supplied 
the resources for peace for all who 
will receive him. Just as Jill and Sy 
Miller never imagined the impact 
that their song would have on the 
world, neither can we imagine the 
effect we as individuals might have if 
we "wage peace" in cooperation with 
God. God has made his will and 
provision clear for those who pray, 
"Glory to God in the highest and 
peace on earth" . . . "and let it 
begin with me." 
Notes: 
>F. J. Dake, Annotated Reference Bible 
(Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1963), New Tes-
tament, p. 58. 
2Jill Jackson Miller, Let There Be Peace on 
Earth and Let It Begin with Me. (Amity 
House, 106 Newport Bridge Road, War-
wick, NY 10990, 1984), p. 95. 
32 Corinthians 5:17-20. 
4Ephesians 2:15-16. 
5Miller, pp. 95-96. 
'Miller, p. 97. 
'Miller, p. 94. 
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the contemporary scene 
NAE speaks out on 
explicit lyrics, 
federal deficit 
Harmful music lyrics and the run-
away federal deficit were the subjects 
of official statements unanimously 
adopted by the Board of Adminis-
tration of the National Association 
of Evangelicals at their semiannual 
meeting, October 8-9, 1985, in 
Chicago. 
The statements as adopted read as 
follows: 
Ratings of Musical Lyrics 
Parents and citizens are duly 
alarmed by the lyrics of explicit and 
perverted sex and violence on audio 
and visual musical media which are 
openly marketed for children and 
teenagers. Because the freedom of 
speech guaranteed in the First Amend-
ment is based upon responsibility for 
the common good, we support the 
organized efforts that are calling for 
ratings of music media as a guide for 
parents and protection for the young. 
The Board of Administration of 
dK. Pontius' Puddle 
the National Association of Evan-
gelicals urges that the music publish-
ers exercise their responsibility by 
setting up a self-rating and self-
governing system. If they do not, we 
urge congress to enact legislation 
requiring the ratings consistent with 
its constitutional responsibility to 
protect the health, safety and welfare 
of its people, including our youth. 
Federal Deficit 
A runaway federal deficit is a 
moral issue that threatens our future. 
Our freedom as well as our quality of 
life is at stake. 
Economic recession will take away 
jobs, especially f rom women, 
youth and ethnic minorities. 
An inflationary dollar will affect 
first the poor, hungry, sick and 
aged. 
A loss of confidence in the world 
market will make us a debtor 
nation. 
To mortage our future today is to 
invite governmental intervention to-
morrow which will have social and 
spiritual as well as economic and 
political repercussions. Paul , in 
Romans 13, instructs Christians to 
avoid debt because it restricts their 
freedom. The same principle applies 
to our federal debt. Debt and loss of 
freedom are inseparably entwined. 
Therefore, the Board of Administra-
tion of the National Association of 
Evangelicals urges Congress to enact 
legislation reducing the current 
deficit and requiring a balanced 
budget. 
NAE's official board also con-
ducted business involving the asso-
ciation, its various commissions and 
affiliated service agencies, as well as 
discussing key future projects and 
receiving new members. 
The National Association of Evan-
gelicals, organized in 1942, repre-
sents 43,000 churches from more 
than 70 denominations (including 
the Brethren in Christ), as well as 
numerous Christian schools and 
organizations. 
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